
 

 

REPORT ON THE SEMINAR ORGANISED BY UNA FINLAND ON AUGUST 24TH 2012:   

SYRIAN CONFLICT – A WAY FORWARD? 

United Nations Association of Finland organized an open seminar on the ongoing Syrian conflict on August 

24th 2012 in Helsinki. The seminar, which included a key note speech from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of Finland, Mr Erkki Tuomioja, attracted an audience of approximately 150 persons to the Helsinki 

University Museum, located in the heart of the city. 

 

MINISTER TUOMIOJA HOPES FOR A SOLUTION  TO THE  PROLONGED  CONFLICT  

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland, Mr Erkki Tuomioja stated in his speech that the situation in 

Syria shows signs of growing concern. Despite of appeals from the international community, the violence 

continues on the ground. Tuomioja stressed that all violence and war crimes against civilians - many of 

them children and women - are unacceptable, regardless of who is guilty of such acts. War crimes should 

be investigated and those responsible brought to justice. According to Tuomioja, this is a prerequisite for 

the Syrian society in order to create democratic change and stability in the region. 

Tuomioja said the situation could evolve in the direction of the three alternative scenarios: In the first 

scenario violence continues, resulting in a humanitarian catastrophe without winners. Another possibility 



 

is that the international community takes an act in Syria, with the aim to protect civilians and stop the 

violence, encouraging the fighting parties to a political settlement.  

The third and desirable alternative, Tuomioja stressed, is that of international cooperation on putting 

pressure towards a political solution in Syria so that a transition process could start and reconstruction 

begin. Even in this case, the stability of Syria and achieving lasting peace in the country require a lot of 

effort. 

WANTED:  A NORDIC PEACE GROUP I N SYRIA  

The seminar provided a forum for a lively discussion between the audience and the key note speakers. 

The Syrian voice in the seminar was provided by Finland-based Syrian and member of the Syrian National 

Council, Ms Mania Alkhatib. Ms Alkhatib spoke about the crimes against humanity committed by Bashar 

al-Assad and his regime against the Syrian civilians. She stated that these crimes and atrocities against 

civilians are the underlying reason why the Syrians have lost their faith in the UN.  

- It seems impossible that the Organization is unable to produce a single declaration, whether in 

the form of a Security Council resolution or statement that would stop violence (by the regime) in 

Syria. 

According to Ms Alkhatib, there are two main reasons why Kofi Annan´s mission failed in Syria. First, he 

considered that the key to the solution in Syria is in Russia and Iran, which led him to ignore the role of 

the Syrian opposition and the Syrian revolution as a whole. Secondly, she stated, the UN mission didn't 

have any real tools to force the regime to stop the bloodshed. 

Ms Alkhatib pointed out also that despite those weaknesses, the Syrian National Council supported the 

Annan mission and will also support Lakhdar Brahimi’s new assignment, with the hope to put an end to 

the atrocities against the Syrian people and to help to redirect the country towards democracy. Ms 

Alkhatib suggested that while the UN General Assembly has produced some good decisions on Syria in the 

context of the Group the Friends of Syria, a smaller task force should be created to address the conflict. 

This new peace group, consisting of the Nordic countries, should be able to co-operate with the Syrian 

National Council and try to create a plan for moving forward with the support of the EU and the UN. She 

outlined that the most important tasks of this ‘Nordic Peace Group’ would be to help Syrian people 

through different civil society organizations and to provide expertise in preparing for the transition 

period. 

Ms Alkhatib also underlined that the UN is currently facing serious problems in regards to providing 

humanitarian aid on the ground since the Syrian regime is trying to have all aid directed through its own 

channels. She asked the UN to create an international humanitarian campaign to provide food and health 

aid to Syrian people, particularly to the cities of Aleppo, Homs, Daraa and Deir al Zawr. 



 

“RUSSIA IS  NOT PROTEC TING PRESIDENT ASSAD”  

The third speaker of the seminar was the Secretary-General of UN Association of Russia, Mr. Alexey 

Borisov. As the acts of Russia concerning Syria in the UN Security Council have been criticized widely in 

the international media, Mr. Borisov tried to explain Russia’s point of view to the conflict. According to 

him, strive for the resignation of president Bashar al-Assad and external interference in Syria would lead 

to a spread of the conflict. He said that the Syrian opposition is regretfully getting powerful backing from 

outside and the countries advocating the opposition are not only undermining the possibilities to achieve 

peace in Syria but also violate Article 2 of the UN Charter. Mr. Borisov stressed the importance of the 

Geneva agreements, obtained in June.  

- It should be said that some Western politicians have repeatedly come out with statements 

concerning total communicational and economic blockade of the official Damascus, of which the 

conclusion should be drawn that they do not agree to the dialogue with the Syrian regime, which 

in turn means the call to the civil war and non-fulfillment of the Geneva agreements. 

Borisov also replied to the frequent critique posed by the United States to Russia on slowing down the 

settlement process in Syria. He underlined that Russia is not protecting president Assad, but a 

considerable part of the Syrian people still stand behind him. He underlined that Russia it doesn’t make a 

difference between who will be in power in Syria but that the most important thing is that that power 

comes from the Syrian people, without any pressure from outside. He stressed that what comes to the 

possible solutions to the conflict, the Russian party is honestly adhering to the Geneva agreements and 

believe in cooperation with Damascus and the opposition.  
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