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MGIMO WINTER PROGRAM LECTURES 
GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 

 
 
 

“Relevance of Eurocentrism in a globalizing international society” 
 

 
DAY  
 

 
TITLE  

 
LECTURER1 

 
1. Thursday 26 January  
 

 
Spanish Politics and Europe 

 
Aurora Mateos 

 
2. Friday 27 February  

 
Implications of Eurocentrism 
on Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement Mechanisms in a 
Globalizing International 
Society 
 

 
Beata Kozubovska 

 
3. Monday 30 January 

 
Is a Eurocentric View on 
Corporate Governance a Valid 
Approach to International 
Corporate Governance? 
 
 

 
Christophe de Landtsheer 

 
4. Tuesday 31 January  
 

 
The Trump Challenge to 
Eurocentrism 
 

 
Stephen Millar 

 
5. Wednesday 1 February 
 

Eurocentrism and the Global 
Middle East: Examining the 
Historical Construction of a 
Discourse and its Implications 
for Security, Geopolitics and 
Business Today 

 
Maria Blanco 

 
6. Thursday 2 February 
 

The non-Eurocentric Euro: 
Do we Need a Common Fiscal 
Policy in the Eurozone? 
 

 
Ming-Jin Jiang 

 
7. Friday 3 February 

 
The Eurocentrism Impact on 
Business Strategies Around 
the Globe 
 

 
Murilo Branco 

 

                                                        
1 Lecturers´ bios may be found at: http://www.miuc.org/about-us/professors/ 
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Lecture 1 

Spanish Politics and Europe 
 
Since the death of Dictator Franco in 1975, the Spanish transition to democracy has been 
marked by European Politics. At the time, the transition to democracy was one of the 
factors that allowed Spain to join the European Economic Community and NATO. Today, 
Eurocentrism is the leading paradigm in Spanish politics.  
 
 

Lecture 2 

Implications of Eurocentrism on Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement Mechanisms in a Globalizing International Society 

  
International arbitration has developed from a dispute resolution mechanism to an 
autonomous arbitral legal system that functions in transnational domains and shapes a 
new global order. This transformation was the result of legal interactions among arbitral 
network members which led to the creation of new non-national norms, minimizing 
differences, eliminating bad practices, preventing divergent interpretations and filling in 
gaps in arbitration practices and theories. ISDS provides an avenue for peaceful dispute 
settlement, preventing economic disputes from spilling over into full-fledged political and 
diplomatic conflicts between governments. 42 per cent of ISDS cases involve intra-EU 
disputes, with EU states as respondents and EU-based investors as claimants.  With cross-
border trade volumes increasing, ISDS is a much-needed provision which should be 
preserved in CETA, TTIP and other future trade deals. 
 
 

Lecture 3 

Is a Eurocentric View on Corporate Governance a Valid Approach 
to International Corporate Governance? 

 
The systems of corporate governance are very different from one another on a global level. 
This diversity is mainly driven by three factors, the structure of the financial markets, the 
level of legal shareholder protection, and the specific entanglement of politics and 
business. There seems to have been some convergence of the corporate governance 
systems during the last decades. Our contention is that Europe, with its wide variety of 
financial, legal and political systems, is a good environment to study the difficulties to be 
encountered if a further convergence is to take place. 
 
 

Lecture 4 

The Trump Challenge to Eurocentrism 
 

Donald Trump has made international headlines in the week leading up to his 
Inauguration with his strong support for Brexit and his criticisms of the European Union 
and of the Chancellor of the EU's largest and most powerful member.  Is this a harbinger of 
rocky American-EU relations going forward or will longstanding American commercial 
and security interests linked to Europe moderate President Trump's policies towards the 
European Union? 
 



 3 

 
 
 

Lecture 5 

Eurocentrism and the Global Middle East: Examining the 
Historical Construction of a Discourse and its Implications for 

Security, Geopolitics and Business Today 
 
In the face of a European decline in the postcolonial world, Eurocentrism has proved to be 
resilient and continues to dominate International Relations (IR) as a discipline. This has 
had implications for a series of policies and for policy-making in the Greater Middle East 
today. Through an examination of the cultural legacy of colonialism and imperialism, and 
through a reflection on the politics of knowledge during the colonial period, this lecture 
aims to reflect on the narratives and discourses that arguably frame international politics 
in the region. It will do so by first presenting IR as a Eurocentric discipline through the 
introduction of different concepts and theories such as Colonialism, Imperialism and 
Postcolonialism. It will then move on to presenting Edward Said’s Orientalism as an 
important component of the Postcolonial response to Eurocentrism. Finally, it will move 
on to exploring the implications of this discourse for security, geopolitics and business 
today. 
 
 

Lecture 6 

The Non-Eurocentric euro:   
Do we Need a Common Fiscal Policy in the Eurozone? 

 
After the lesson taught by the global financial crisis, we learned that to maintain financial 
stability, the Eurozone would need a common fiscal policy. However, having a fiscal union 
also implies losing flexibility for each country. In this lecture, we will examine the 
obstacles and challenges when working towards a fiscal union in the Eurozone. 
 
 

Lecture 7 

The Eurocentrism Impact on  
Business Strategies Around the Globe 

 
Eurocentrism and western colonization impact not only on culture and politics, but also on 
global business and multinational strategies. In this historical approach, we will discuss 
the advance of Eurocentrism around the globe and how businesses adapted their 
strategies to it. Through the point of view of the General System's Theory, students will 
understand the interconnections and development of business around the globe by 
considering the influence of Eurocentrism. 


