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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is my great pleasure to join you here today at the VI InterEcoForum to discuss the crucial issue 

of sustainable tourism development. I would like to thank the United Nations Association of 

Russia and the Academic Council of the Moscow State Institute of International relations for your 

warm welcome. In designating 2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for 

Development, the United Nations General Assembly noted “the importance of international 

tourism in fostering better understanding among peoples everywhere, in leading to a greater 

awareness of the rich heritage of various civilizations and in bringing about a better appreciation 

of the inherent values of different cultures, thereby contributing to the strengthening of peace in 

the world”.  

For UNESCO, the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development is an opportunity 

to focus on the role tourism can play in protecting and safeguarding heritage in all its forms, from 

World Heritage properties and Biosphere Reserves, to Global Geoparks and intangible heritage.  

These four UNESCO designations create incredible opportunities for tourism, and we must 

ensure that this is managed responsibly and sustainably.  

Cultural tourism accounts for nearly 40 percent of world tourism revenues. Cultural heritage sites 

and, in particular, those inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, are often focal points for 

job creation and local development. The same applies to intangible cultural heritage, which 



sustains living cultural expressions and traditional know-how, as well as the performing arts. 

Museums and other cultural institutions also significantly contribute to local economies.  

Tourism has the potential to contribute, both directly and indirectly, to all of the Sustainable 

Development Goals found within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In particular, it 

has been included as targets in Goal 8 on inclusive and sustainable economic growth, Goal 12 

on sustainable consumption and production (SCP), and Goal 14 on the sustainable use of 

oceans and marine resources, respectively.  

Data from the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) shows that tourism accounts for 1 in 11 

jobs worldwide, represents around 30% of global service exports, and directly and indirectly 

contributes to around 10% of global GDP. 

Tourism is increasingly a major, if not the main, source of growth, employment and income for 

many of the world’s developing countries.  

Due to its capacity for job creation, poverty reduction, human development and environmental 

sustainability, tourism can benefit countries in a number of ways, offering an opportunity for all-

inclusive growth.  

Yet we also have seen the impact of mismanaged tourism. Ancient monuments can be damaged 

by overwhelming numbers of visitors, and intangible heritage is at risk if not properly 

safeguarded.  

UNESCO’s action on culture for development, therefore, works to balance the potential of 

cultural tourism with its risks. 

Over the past two years, there have been a number of significant policy milestones that have 

impacted sustainable tourism development. These include the policy adopted in 2015 by the 



General Assembly of States Parties to the World Heritage Convention on the integration of a 

sustainable development perspective into the processes of the World Heritage Convention, 

which allows States Parties, practitioners, institutions, communities and networks to harness the 

potential of World Heritage properties, and heritage in general, to contribute to sustainable 

development.  

Our goal is to build a positive dynamic between heritage and tourism. Through public-private 

partnerships, such as our alliance with Seabourn Cruise Line, we are strengthening collaboration 

and dialogue between heritage and tourism stakeholders and building the capacity to develop a 

type of tourism that values and protects our precious natural and cultural assets.  

Later this year, UNESCO will launch a major initiative jointly funded by the European Union that 

will showcase the EU’s unique cultural heritage and support sustainable tourism development.  

We will be developing a research and policy framework on issues linked to visitor management 

and communities, protection and interpretation, and will launch an assessment tool to help 

practitioners establish a baseline for better tourism management.  

To further awareness and outreach, UNESCO will soon co-host a conference on tourism in the 

Mediterranean Biosphere Reserves, as well as a global conference on culture and tourism with 

UNWTO. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Travel can open the door to intercultural exchange and dialogue. With over 1.2 billion people 

now crossing international borders each year, we have more opportunities than ever before to 

break down the barriers that divide people.   



The International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development gives us the opportunity to 

renew our commitment to the values we share, to ensure sustainable tourism is a catalyst for 

positive change for all.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


