
  
 

 
  

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
The Royal Society and the Russian Foundation for Basic Research will hold a high-
level event on 18-19 May 2017 in Moscow to bring together key UK,  Russian and 
international scientists and experts from leading research organizations, universities, 
ministries, advisory bodies and the local research community. The roundtable 
“Present day science diplomacy: Russia and Great Britain experience” is to be 
hosted at the MGIMO university premises with academician Anatoly Torkunov, 
MGIMO Rector, and Professor Sir Martyn Poliakoff FRS, former Vice-President and 
Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society, as its co-chairs.   
 
The roundtable is expected to cover different dimensions of science diplomacy, 
interactions between science and foreign policy, focusing in particular on experience 
accumulated by Russia and the UK. The expert discussion will address a number of 
issues, including how science can be factored in the policy generation process and 
used to enhance national and international interests; science diplomacy in the face 
of global challenges; science diplomacy and infrastructure; potential avenues for 
further development of science diplomacy, and others. The participants are invited to 
share their personal experiences of science diplomacy.  
 
The Royal Society delegation includes the following speakers:  

• Professor Sir Martyn Poliakoff FRS, former Foreign Secretary of the 
Royal Society (co-chair)  

• Professor Polina Bayvel FRS, Professor of Optical Communications 
and Networks, University College London 

• Jonathan Brenton, Minister Counsellor (Prosperity), British Embassy 
Moscow 

• Professor Geoffrey Boulton FRS, Regius Professor of Geology and 
Mineralogy Emeritus, University of Edinburgh 

• Dr Jo Dally, Head of Policy (Research), Royal Society 
• Professor Robin Grimes, Chief Scientific Adviser to the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office  
• Professor Helga Nowotny, former President of the European 

Research Council  
 

Venue: Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO); Moscow, 
Vernadsky avenue, 76.  
Time: 18-19 May, 2017 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
  

 

About the Royal Society 
 
The Royal Society is UK’s national academy of science. It is a self-governing 
Fellowship of many of the world’s most distinguished scientists drawn from all areas 
of science, engineering, and medicine.  
 
The Royal Society has strong links with Russia and the Russian Academy of 
Sciences (RAS). Fellows have been interacting with Russian scientists since the 
seventeenth century, when Edmond Halley advised Peter the Great on the Russian 
navy, and on support for the sciences. The Society also funds mobility grants for 
researchers from the two countries to work together. The Royal Society and the 
Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) have an agreement to jointly fund 
collaborative research between British and Russian scientists. 96 projects have 
been supported since 2007. Russian scientists are also eligible for the Society’s 
Newton International Fellowships programme, which is aimed at the very best early 
stage post-doctoral researchers from all over the world, and offers support for two 
years at UK research institutions. 
 
For further information please visit royalsociety.org.  
 
The Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) is a research funding 
Federal state establishment with a mission to support activities of the Russian 
scholars in all fields of fundamental sciences. It developed extensive collaboration 
ties with a good number of the leading scientific organizations abroad involved in 
promoting research on the national as well as international level. By entering into 
agreement with the Royal Society ten years ago RFBR has found a globally 
respectful and innovative partner in the UK.   
 
For further information please visit rfbr.ru   
 
 
Background on Science Diplomacy 
 
‘Science diplomacy’ is a fluid concept, but can usefully be applied to the role of 
science, technology and innovation in three dimensions of policy: informing foreign 
policy objectives with scientific advice (science in diplomacy); facilitating 
international science cooperation (diplomacy for science); or using science 
cooperation to improve international relations between countries (science for 
diplomacy). •1 

                                                        
1 https://royalsociety.org/~/media/Royal_Society_Content/policy/publications/2010/4294969468.pdf 
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