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MGIMO University Summer School at Oxford 2018 

City of Oxford 

The city of Oxford is a fascinating blend of ancient and modern. Established as a town in the 9th century, the 

‘city of dreaming spires’ is famous as the home of Oxford University. Impressive historic buildings and 

monuments, dating from the 11th century, bring Oxford’s remarkable heritage to life. University architecture 

- such as its colleges, libraries and museums - spans eight centuries. Modern-day Oxford is a vibrant and 

cosmopolitan city with a busy cultural and social scene offering a wide variety of plays and shows, concerts, 

films and exhibitions; there are also open spaces such as parks and gardens, and riverside walks to enjoy. 

There is a wealth of restaurants, cafés and bars to meet both traditional and contemporary tastes, and an 

eclectic mix of chain stores and specialist shops. In 2016 the population of Oxford was estimated to be 

161,300. 

 

University of Oxford 

Oxford University is a historic and unique institution. As the oldest university in the English-speaking world, it 

Oxford University is a historic and unique institution. As the oldest university in the English-speaking world, it 

can lay claim to nine centuries of continuous existence. There is no clear date of foundation, but teaching 

existed in Oxford in some form in the late 11th century. 

Today there are over 22,000 students at Oxford University, including around 11,700 undergraduates and 

10,900 postgraduates. Over a third of the student body – over 9,000 students – are citizens of foreign 

countries. Students come to Oxford from around 140 countries and territories. 

Each student is a member of one of the 38 colleges or 6 permanent private halls. The collegiate system is at 

the heart of the university’s success, giving students and academics the benefits of belonging to both a large, 

internationally renowned institution and to a small, interdisciplinary academic community. 

Colleges and halls select and admit undergraduate students, and select graduate students after they are 

admitted by the university. They provide accommodation, meals, common rooms, libraries, sports and social 

activities, and pastoral care for their students; and are responsible for students’ tutorial teaching and welfare. 

Information on Oxford University is available at: www.ox.ac.uk/about  

 

Department for Continuing Education 

The mission of Oxford Department for Continuing Education (OUDCE) is to make the scholarship of the 

university accessible to wider audiences. Its students may be members of the public who wish to study a 

subject out of general interest or for an Oxford qualification, members of professional groups or business 

organisations who wish to update their knowledge or skills, or participants in its courses for international 

groups. Over 800 courses per year, across a wide range of subject areas, are offered on a part-time basis, 

online, or in the form of short courses (day, weekend and summer schools). Every year more than 15,000 

people take part in courses organised by OUDCE. 

Further information on OUDCE is available at: www.conted.ox.ac.uk  

 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/about
http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/
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Worcester College, University of Oxford 

The Department for Continuing Education is delighted to welcome students from MGIMO University for an 

intensive two-week residential summer school programme at Worcester College, one of the University of 

Oxford’s oldest and most beautiful colleges. 

 

Worcester College, University of Oxford © Darrell Godliman 

 

Worcester College’s location on the western side of central Oxford has been one of intellectual enquiry for 

over seven hundred years, the last three hundred of which have been as part of the University of Oxford. 

The first educational establishment on the site was known as Gloucester College, founded in 1283. It served 

as a college for monks of the Benedictine Order until the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539. Worcester 

College as it exists today was established by Royal Charter in 1714 with a legacy from the Worcestershire 

baronet Sir Thomas Cookes. 

The history of the College is writ large across its main Quad where architectural styles range from the 

fifteenth-century monastic cottages to the grand neoclassical façade of the Hall, Chapel and Library designed 

by Nicholas Hawksmoor. These buildings, and the extensive gardens beyond, have provided the setting for 

readings by notable visitors including T. S. Eliot and J. R. R. Tolkien, the musings of authors from Thomas De 

Quincey to Richard Adams, and have hosted luminaries from Nobel Peace Prize laureates to the Tsar of Russia. 
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Academic Timetable  

Mornings – Academic Options 
 
Students choose ONE of the following seminars: 
A:  Global Political Economy and Global Migration Governance 
B: Environmental Concerns of the 21st Century: Scientific, Economic and Social Dimensions 
 
Afternoons - All students take an Academic Readiness skills class. 
 

Week 1 

 
Saturday 

11 August 
Sunday 

12 August 
Monday 

13 August 
Tuesday 

14 August 
Wednesday 
15 August 

Thursday 
16 August 

Friday 
17 August 

8.00am 

 

Orientation 
& Lecture 

on the 
University 
of Oxford 

Breakfast 

9.00am Seminar Seminar Seminar Seminar Seminar 

10.00am Tea Break – Rewley House 

11.00am 
Walking 
Tour of 
Oxford 

Seminar Seminar Seminar Seminar Seminar 

12.30pm Pub Lunch Lunch – Rewley House 

1.45pm – 
2.45pm 

Punting on 
the River 
Cherwell 

Academic 
Readiness 

Academic 
Readiness 

Academic 
Readiness 

Academic 
Readiness 

Academic 
Readiness 

6.30pm 
Welcome 
Reception 
and Dinner 

 Dinner – Worcester College 

 

Week 2 

 
Saturday 

18 August 
Sunday 

19 August 
Monday 

20 August 
Tuesday 

21 August 
Wednesday 
22 August 

Thursday 
23 August 

8.00am Breakfast 
8.30 – 

10.00am 

Free Day 

Breakfast 

9.00am Seminar Seminar Seminar Depart 

10.00am 

Free Day 

Tea Break – Rewley House 

 

11.00am Seminar Seminar Presentations 

12.30pm Lunch – Rewley House 

1.45pm – 
2.45pm 

Academic 
Readiness 

Academic 
Readiness 

Presentations 

6.30pm Dinner – Worcester College 

Closing 
Reception 
and Formal 

Dinner 

Evaluation 
At the end of the summer school all students will be expected to make an individual or joint presentation. 
 
Certificate 
Students will receive a certificate of attendance on completion of the course. 
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DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PUBLIC & INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES 

 

A: Global Political Economy and Global Migration Governance 

Tutor:       Dr Christian L. Glossner 

 

 

Course Description 

This course introduces students to the discipline of Global Political Economy (GPE) and comprehensively 

analyses the controversial issue of Global Migration Governance. In doing so, this interdisciplinary course 

moves beyond the examination of the dominant and classical theoretical perspectives of political economy 

and international relations theory. It offers a framework of analysis and holistically examines political, 

economic and societal developments; specifically the causes, controversies and consequences of international 

labour migration on national and supra-national educational systems, vocational training, employment 

regulations and industrial relations. 

Course Aim 

This course aims to: 

 introduce aspects of the interaction between states, markets and societies at the global level 

 analyse global trends, patterns and determinants of international labour migration 

 help students understand the origins, scope and current dynamics associated with labour migration 

 provide a multi-disciplinary discussion of labour migration drawing on economics, politics, and ethics 

 critically discuss the debated issue of employment and (in)equality 

 

Tutor 

Christian Glossner, M.Sc. (LSE), MPhil, DPhil (Oxon.), is a former Lecturer in Political Economy at the 

University of Oxford and Lecturer in Political Communication at the Université de Fribourg, Switzerland. He 

previously held a Europaeum Research Fellowship at the Institut Universitaire de Hautes Etudes 

Internationales (IUHEI) in Geneva and worked for various management consultancies, industrial corporations 

and public sector institutions including the Directorate-General for Economic and Financial affairs (ECFIN) of 

the European Commission in Brussels. He is a graduate from the Université de Fribourg as well as the London 

School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and received his DPhil on economic theory and political 

history from Oxford University.  

He has published various articles on contemporary international political and economic affairs, and co-

authored a book on the European Union. His most prominent publication is The Making of the German Post-

War Economy (IB Tauris, 2010/2012). Recently, he was nominated as Responsible Leader and Member of 

the Impact Circle by the BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt. 
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Course Reading List 

Baylis, John; Smith, Steve; Owens, Patricia, The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Betts, Alexander, Global Migration Governance, Oxford University Press, 2011. 

*Paul, Darel E.; Amawi, Abla (eds.), The Theoretical Evolution of International Political Economy, Third Edition: 

A Reader, Oxford University Press, 2013. 

*Hirst, Paul, Thompson, Grahame; Bromley, Simon, Globalization in Question. Third Edition, Polity Press, 2014. 

Landes, David, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations, Abacus, 2012. 

*Ravenhill, John, Global Political Economy, Fourth Edition, Oxford University Press, 2014. 

(Read pp. 3-23 in advance of the summer school; also available online at: https://books.google.de/books? 

hl=de&lr=&id=lnJVAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=The+Theoretical+Evolution+of+International+Political+E

conomy&ots=mqK2DHEWdv&sig=A5eFh2QfEemLcP1a6BVOnM3gnuw - v=onepage&q=The Theoretical 

Evolution of International Politicalh 

Rosenblum, Marc R.; Tichenor, Daniel J. (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Politics of International Migration. 

Oxford University Press, 2012. 

Ruhs, Martin, The Price of Rights. Regulating International Labor Migration, Princeton University Press, 2013. 

Stiglitz, Joseph, Globalization and its Discontents, Penguin Books, 2003. 

 

* Core texts. 

 

Not required, but recommended reading: 

Piketty, Thomas, Capital in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge/MA. Harvard University Press, 2014. 

 

https://books.google.de/books?%20hl=de&lr=&id=lnJVAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=The+Theoretical+Evolution+of+International+Political+Economy&ots=mqK2DHEWdv&sig=A5eFh2QfEemLcP1a6BVOnM3gnuw%20-%20v=onepage&q=The%20Theoretical%20Evolution%20of%20International%20Politicalh
https://books.google.de/books?%20hl=de&lr=&id=lnJVAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=The+Theoretical+Evolution+of+International+Political+Economy&ots=mqK2DHEWdv&sig=A5eFh2QfEemLcP1a6BVOnM3gnuw%20-%20v=onepage&q=The%20Theoretical%20Evolution%20of%20International%20Politicalh
https://books.google.de/books?%20hl=de&lr=&id=lnJVAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=The+Theoretical+Evolution+of+International+Political+Economy&ots=mqK2DHEWdv&sig=A5eFh2QfEemLcP1a6BVOnM3gnuw%20-%20v=onepage&q=The%20Theoretical%20Evolution%20of%20International%20Politicalh
https://books.google.de/books?%20hl=de&lr=&id=lnJVAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=The+Theoretical+Evolution+of+International+Political+Economy&ots=mqK2DHEWdv&sig=A5eFh2QfEemLcP1a6BVOnM3gnuw%20-%20v=onepage&q=The%20Theoretical%20Evolution%20of%20International%20Politicalh
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Option A 

 

Global Political Economy and Global Migration Governance 

Week 1 

Monday 

13 August 

0900-1030 Globalisation and Migration: Introduction and Definition 

1100-1230 Capitalism and Democracy: Evolution or Revolution 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Tuesday 

14 August 

0900-1030 Liberalism and Socialism: Compatibility or Inconsistency 

1100-1230 Market Economy, Social Market Economy, Socialist Market Economy 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Wednesday 

15 August 

0900-1030 Future Directions: Post-Capitalism and Post-Democracy 

1100-1230 Global Governance: New Challenges, New Institutions 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

 
 

Thursday 

16 August 

0900-1030 Industry and Commerce: Internationalisation or Regionalisation 

1100-1230 Economy and Finance: Liberalisation or Regulation 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

 

Friday 

17 August 

 

0900-1030 International Labour Migration: Burden or Benefit 

1100-1230 Education and Employment: Global Markets, Global Systems 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

 
 

Week 2 

Monday 

20 August 

0900-1030 International Migration and International Organisations 

1100-1230 Representation or Repression 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Tuesday 

21 August 

0900-1030 Global Economy, Global Governance, Global Civil Society 

1100-1230 Technology and Society: Connection or Fragmentation 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Wednesday 

22 August 

0900-1030 Globalisation: Equality or Inequality 

1100-1230 Presentations I 

1345-1445 Presentations II 

  

 

Please note: This course schedule is intended to give an overview of the topics to be covered in each session; 

however, it may be liable to change at the tutor’s discretion. 



  

7 

 

DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PUBLIC & INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES 

 

B: Environmental Challenges of the 21st Century: Scientific, 
Economic and Social Dimensions 
 
Tutor:       Mrs Jane Corbett 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

 To increase knowledge and understanding of global environmental change processes and their 

economic and social dimensions. 

 To develop an understanding of innovative solutions to environmental challenges at the global, 

national and local level. 

 To develop skills so that students are empowered to contribute their own assessments, develop 

ideas and contribute to international debate and initiatives. 

 

Methodology & Approach 

Each session will use a mix of lecture, whole group discussion and small group exercises. There will be an 

emphasis on experiential learning and practical skills development, as well as content. Students will be invited 

to prepare a presentation in the final week which they will work on both individually and in groups. 

 

Participation 

Whilst students will be expected to participate actively in all classes, the degree of interaction demanded by 

this course is high and all students will be required to interact at individual, pair and group level on a daily 

basis. 

 

Tutor 

Mrs Jane Corbett has been a tutor at OUDCE since 1997 where she lectures and facilitates for the Public and 

International Programmes division on leadership, climate change, sustainability and economics. She has also 

been a lecturer at St Anne’s College and Harris Manchester College in Oxford and has also worked at the 

Environmental Change Institute, the Open University and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine.  

 

Reading List 

Students may wish to consult either or both of the following texts prior to the summer course as preparatory 

reading. Please note that there is no requirement to purchase either text. 

Peake, S and J. Smith, Climate Change: From Science to Sustainability, Oxford University Press, 2009. 

Senge, P., Smith, B., Kruschwitz, N. Laur, J. and S.Schley, The Necessary Revolution, How organisations and 

individuals are working together to create a sustainable world’, Doubleday, New York, 2008. 
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Option B 

 

Environmental Challenges of the 21st Century: 

Scientific, Economic and Social Dimensions 

Week 1 

Monday 

13 August 

0900-1030 Whole earth systems: understanding environmental processes at the 

planetary and local levels and 21st century challenges 1100-1230 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Tuesday 

14 August 

0900-1030 Biodiversity 

1100-1230 Deforestation 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

 
 

Wednesday 

15 August 

0900-1030 
Making sense of the science of climate change as a basis for decision-

making and action 

1100-1230 Practical exercise on climate change 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Thursday 

16 August 

0900-1030 Sustainable development goals: targets and cross-sectoral action for 2030 

1100-1230 
Developing the skills of systems thinking and working on interconnected 

challenges 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

 

Friday 

17 August 

 

0900-1030 Taking a Nexus approach: food, energy and water 

1100-1230 
Innovation and change at the systems level: collaborative practices, multi-

stakeholder dialogue and cross-sectoral partnerships 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

 
 

Week 2 

Monday 

20 August 

0900-1030 
How do our economic systems work and what needs to change in relation to 

global environmental processes? 

1100-1230 
Place-based perspectives: investigating sustainability issues in Oxford and 

the UK 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Tuesday 

21 August 

0900-1030 The future of cities 

1100-1230 Practical exercise on the future of cities 

1345-1445 Academic Readiness 

  

Wednesday 

22 August 

0900-1030 What kind of leadership and innovation is needed? 

1100-1230 Student presentations I 

1345-1445 Student presentations II 
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DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PUBLIC & INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES 

 

Academic Readiness 
 
Tutor:       Rosamund Wilson 

 

 

Course Overview 

The UK has become one of the leading destinations for international students. Many, however, not only find 

themselves struggling to adjust to an unfamiliar academic culture, but also to understanding the expectations 

and demands placed upon them.  

This course aims to introduce students to British university culture by considering the skills required to 

succeed as a student, the expectations of tutors and the varied approaches to learning and teaching. Classes 

will focus on a number of key challenges faced by international students in a UK higher education environment 

such as: 

 The British higher education system and pedagogy: assumptions and reality  

 Academic and information literacy skills 

 The challenges of reading and writing in English 

 Approaches to learning and teaching (tutorials, seminars, active participation)  

 Making successful academic presentations 

 Intercultural communication skills 

Classes will be organic in nature so will not adhere to a rigid, prescribed programme, but will focus on the 

needs of each group. 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

The course aims to: 

 help students develop their confidence and ability to engage actively in debate within the context of 

British academic culture 

 help improve students’ linguistic proficiency in an academic context 

 develop students’ critical reading and critical thinking skills 

Methodology and Student Participation 

Classes will be a blend of interactive discussion and seminars. Discussion is the essence of the Oxford 

education system so all students will be expected to contribute actively throughout the course. 
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Key Programme Staff 

 

Summer School Director 

The Director of the Summer School is Dr Charles Boyle. He is responsible for designing the programme, the 

selection of tutors and lecturers and for academic-related issues during the seminar 

 

Course Tutors 

Your course tutors are responsible for the delivery of the summer school programme, as well as for the 

monitoring of student progress.  

 

Summer School Administrator 

All administrative elements prior to and during the summer school (e.g. visa applications) are the responsibility 

of Mr Michael Chaddock who also oversees two summer school assistants. He is also responsible for the day-

to-day liaison with college staff. 

 

Summer School Assistants 

The resident summer school assistants will also be on hand to help with any issues that students may have 

and to help them make the most of their time in Oxford.   

 

  

Oxford Skyline © Darrell Godliman 
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General Information for Course Participants 

Accommodation 

Students will be accommodated in single en suite study-bedrooms at Worcester College. They should also 

bear in mind that they will be accommodated in rooms which are intended primarily for undergraduate 

students, and are as such fairly basic in their décor, furnishings and facilities. Please be aware that there are 

no lifts, and rooms do not have air conditioning. 

All rooms will be serviced once a week with a full change of sheets. Towels are provided and will be changed 

three times a week. College staff will be on hand 24 hours a day to help with any additional requirements.  

Smoking is prohibited inside Worcester College. This includes all College rooms, teaching rooms, study-

bedrooms, corridors, the Cellar Bar and Cloisters. Smoking is only permitted outside of the Bar area (Pump 

Quad) or on the green spaces such as Nuffield Lawn and the Orchard but NOT Main Quad. Ashtrays are 

provided for the disposal of cigarette stubs in Pump Quad. 

Please note that participants cannot be accommodated at Worcester either prior to or beyond their 

respective programme dates. Participants requiring accommodation outside of the dates of the programme 

may wish to consult: www.oxfordrooms.co.uk or   www.stayoxford.co.uk  

Please note also that guests cannot be accommodated in college during your stay. This includes 

spouses/partners, family members and friends. Only persons enrolled on a programme organised by the 

Department for Continuing Education are permitted to be resident in college. Similarly, guests may not 

participate in the academic programme, excursions or social events, and they cannot be invited for lunch or 

dinner.  

Please be aware that you will be required to vacate your room by 10.00am at the end of your course. Your 

luggage can be kept in the porters’ lodge if you plan to leave Oxford later on in the day. 

 

Meals 

Meals (except weekend lunch and dinner) are provided in college and at Rewley House.  

Breakfast:  8.00am – 9.00am, Dining Hall, Worcester College 

Tea/coffee:  10.00am – 11.00am, in Rewley House (Monday – Friday only) 

Lunch:  12.30pm – 1.30pm, Rewley House 

Dinner:    6.30pm, Dining Hall, Worcester College  

Please consult your timetable on arrival for finalised meal times. 

 

Special Diets 

Worcester College and Rewley House are happy to cater for specific and recognised dietary needs but only if 

requested in advance of the programme so as to enable the kitchen to plan its menus and order provisions 

accordingly; it is therefore not possible for participants to request a special diet after they have arrived in 

Oxford. 
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Welcome Reception 

Once you have arrived and after you have settled into your rooms, there will be a drinks reception followed 

by formal dinner to welcome you to the course. A representative of Worcester College will make a short 

introduction and advise you of a few rules of the college. You will also have an opportunity to formally meet 

the programme administrator, programme assistants and course director. The dinner will take place at 

7.45pm.  

Closing Reception and Gala Farewell Dinner 

On the final evening of their course, students are invited to a closing reception followed by a formal Gala 

Farewell Dinner at which smart dress is required, i.e. business suit and tie for gentlemen; cocktail dress or 

trouser/skirt suit for ladies. 

 

Facilities 

College Bar 

You will have access to the college bar (opening times will be confirmed on arrival). This may be used as a 

meeting point, and a good place to interact with your fellow course participants. Please note that on some 

nights other groups may have exclusive bar use.  

Worcester College Gardens and Lake 

Worcester College is set in magnificent gardens, which we hope you will enjoy during your stay. Please be 

aware that the lake is of varying depths so please be cautious when walking around. Also, swimming in the 

lake is strictly prohibited.  

Summer School Office  

You will be advised on the exact location on of the Summer School Office on arrival. The office is manned by 

the programme assistants who will be glad to answer any queries, and deal with any problems you have at 

college. The assistants will also join you for meals and breaks.  

The office is open as follows: 

Monday-Friday 08.30-09.15 
15.45-17.00 
 

Saturday & Sunday 09.00-10.00 
 

Please note that these times may be subject to change. Any such changes will be communicated by the 

Programme Assistant and/or Programme Administrators. (See also Announcements and Notices) 

Keys and Cards 

On arrival you will receive a key which is for your bedroom and an access card which lets you into the building.  

Please hand these back to the Lodge when you check out.  If you lose either your key or your access card or 

do not hand them back in when you leave there are replacement charges of £40.00 for a key and £5.00 for 

the access card. 
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Computers / Internet Access 

Internet access is available in all bedrooms and seminar rooms. On arrival at Worcester College you will be 

given instructions to access Wi-Fi via ‘The Cloud’, or if you are registered to the Eduroam network at your 

home university this should work well too. If you have problems your room is fitted with an ethernet point 

and you may use the connection in your room to connect to the University visitor network, internet, email and 

other services, you will need a code and password which you can ask for in the Lodge. Ethernet cables can be 

provided. 

Please note that the use of and downloading from file sharing websites (TV, movies, music, etc.) is not 

permitted and will result in your being immediately blocked from the network.  

If you do bring a laptop computer, it is worth noting that the British electricity supply is 230V, 50Hz; it is 

possible to get a transformer to reduce 230V to 110V, but not to get a transformer to change 50Hz to 

60Hz. It is possible that your machine may work with a transformer-adaptor or that it can be adjusted (the 

installation book will explain how to do this).  

Oxford University, the Department for Continuing Education and Worcester College cannot accept liability for 

any damage to electrical equipment as a result of incorrect adaptor usage. (Please see also Insurance Cover, 

above.) 

 

Preparing to Travel 

Immigration and Visa Requirements     

EEA and Swiss nationals 

If you are an EEA (European Economic Area) or Swiss national you do not need a visa to enter the UK to 

participate in the Summer School. You are free to enter the UK as long as you show your EEA or Swiss 

passport on arrival. Countries of the EEA are listed at https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea. 

Already in the UK with a visa in another capacity  

If you already have a visa for the UK e.g. Ancestry visa, dependant visa, or a work permit (i.e. a visa which 

allows you to work in the UK) that also covers the period of the summer school, then you do not need to 

change your visa to attend the summer school.  

Non EEA/Swiss nationals  

If you are NOT an EEA or Swiss national you may need to apply for a visa to enter the UK depending which 

passport you hold.  

To check whether you require a visa to enter the UK, please visit https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa and 

follow the instructions for either scenario A or B below.  

A: If the system shows that you require a visa: you should apply for a Short-Term Student visa 

https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview which allows students over the age of 18 to study either 

part-time or full-time for up to 6 months in the UK.  You can apply for a visa up to 3 months before the start 

of the Summer School and you should get a decision on your visa within 3 weeks. You can check the 

https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview
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processing times guide at https://www.gov.uk/visa-processing-times to find out how long getting a visa 

might take in the country you are applying from. You’ll need to have your fingerprints and photograph (known 

as ‘biometric information’) taken at a visa application centre as part of your application and pay a fee. You will 

also need to provide certain documents showing that you can support yourself and where you intend to 

stay/travel. We will provide all non-EEA students with a hard copy letter confirming enrolment and course 

details, this should provide some of the required information but it will be your responsibility to provide any 

other required documentation.  

Please note: 

• The Short-Term Student visa does not allow you to work, extend your visa from within the UK, or switch 

into another visa category. If you travel outside of the UK during the Summer School you must carry the hard 

copy letter we send you, to show that you are returning to continue your studies at Oxford.  

• You do not need to apply for a full Tier 4 Student Visa and therefore you do not need an electronic 

Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) from the University.  

B: If the system shows that you do not require a visa: you will still need to bring certain documents to show at 

the border in order to be admitted as a Student Visitor. These are listed at the following address:  

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/international_students/visabefore/studentvisitorvisa/.  

We will provide all non-EEA students with a hard copy letter confirming enrolment and course details which 

you must provide on arrival at Immigration. It will be your responsibility to provide any other required 

documentation. 

Next steps  

If you are NOT an EEA or Swiss national we strongly recommend that you visit https://www.gov.uk/study-

visit-visa/overview as soon as possible to find out (a) whether you need a visa before arrival; or whether you 

can be admitted upon arrival by showing the letter from us (b) what documents you need to provide in 

support of your application and (c) what the processing times are in the country you are applying from.   

Applicants who are unsure of their status should contact Oxford University’s Student Immigration Advisory 

Service via their website at http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/international_students/. Further information can 

also be found at https://www.gov.uk/visas-immigration and the UK Council for International Student Affairs 

(UKCISA) www.ukcisa.org.uk.   

Please note that, for legal reasons, OUDCE staff are unable to provide any visa advice to participants. 

 

Please note:  it is your responsibility to ensure that you have taken the necessary steps to enable you to be 

admitted to the UK. The University takes no responsibility for a visa being denied at any point before or during 

a course. The standard cancellation policy applies in all cases. (See Programme Fees and Cancellations, below.) 

If, having read all the available information, you have a query please contact Oxford University’s visa and 

immigration advisors at: student.immigration@admin.ox.ac.uk  

 

Insurance Cover 

Please note that OUDCE does not provide any insurance cover. Participants are expected to take out 

insurance to cover themselves against cancellation of their travel plans (see Programme Fees and Cancellation 

https://www.gov.uk/visa-processing-times
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/international_students/visabefore/studentvisitorvisa/
https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview
https://www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/international_students/
https://www.gov.uk/visas-immigration
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/
mailto:student.immigration@admin.ox.ac.uk
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Policy, below), also against personal accident and medical expenses, and against damage to or loss of 

property. 

Medical 

Participants are advised to take out their own medical insurance or to ensure that their existing policy covers 

them while they are in the UK.  

Participants are advised to bring an adequate supply of any medication they use with them rather than relying 

on obtaining further supplies in the UK. Many forms of medication available over the counter in other 

countries are only available on prescription from a doctor in the UK. 

Free National Health Service treatment cannot be provided for persons from countries which do not have a 

reciprocal health agreement with the UK. Participants coming from such countries must expect to be treated 

as a private patient and pay in cash on the day for any treatment. 

Further information is available on the UK Council for International Student Affairs’ website at: 

www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/keeping_healthy.php  

Participants who need to see a doctor during the seminar will be referred to a nearby doctor’s surgery (27 

Beaumont Street); their group practice is located 2 minutes’ walk from the college. If you require a doctor, 

please notify the resident summer school assistants.  

 

Money 

Participants will find it convenient to make use of ATM machines or to bring travellers’ cheques which can be 

changed at any bank.  

There are ATM machines in various places in and around the city of Oxford; however, please be aware that 

banks are not open on Sundays in the UK. 

The British pound is divided into 100 pence. Notes are issued for £5, £10, £20 and £50. The coins are: £2, 

£1, 50p, 20p 10p, 5p, 2p and 1p. 

Visit www.xe.com to find an easy to use currency converter. Alternatively, check with any bank or travel 

agent for current exchange rates. 

 

Laundry and Linen 

Worcester College has its own self-service laundries with washing machines and dryers. They are currently in 

the middle of a period of updating their facilities some of which are operated by using a laundry card which 

you can obtain from the Lodge or you can download an app and pay online. There are laundry rooms situated 

in the Linbury complex, opposite Gloucester House and in the basement of Sainsbury Building.  

The laundry cards you receive will need to be charged (‘topped up’), and you can do this either in the Lodge or 

in the laundry itself. The cost for a one wash cycle is £1.40. One dry cycle is also at a cost of £1.40. Washing 

powder is not supplied but can be bought from local supermarkets. Please note that if you open the door of 

the dryer before it completes its cycle you will be charged the full £1.40. There will also be a £5.00 charge 

for lost cards. 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/info_sheets/keeping_healthy.php
http://www.xe.com/
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Should the iron in the laundry room be in use, an additional iron can be signed out from the Lodge.  

Participants are advised that bed linen and towels are provided by the college. Bed linen is changed once a 

week and towels are changed twice a week.  

  

Luggage 

There will not be anyone available to assist with luggage on arrival at Worcester College. It is therefore 

recommended that participants restrict their luggage to a manageable level. 

Luggage and packages (of books, etc) cannot be accepted at Worcester College before the programme 

begins. If it is necessary for participants to receive such items at Worcester College, they are asked to ensure 

that they are delivered during the first few days of the seminar instead. 

Alternatively, participants who wish to have luggage sent in advance, or wish to store or ship excess baggage, 

can make arrangements with Excess Baggage Company, located in many major airports and rail stations in the 

UK. Further details can be found at: www.excess-baggage.com  

 

Electrical Equipment 

The electricity in Britain is 230 volts; sockets take square three-pin plugs. Transformers as well as adaptors 

may, therefore, be needed for participants’ laptops, charging devices, hair styling appliances, etc. Please note 

that, in our experience, appliances manufactured for use abroad may not perform well here, even with a 

converter and adaptor. Participants may prefer to purchase inexpensive appliances when they arrive in the 

UK. 

Personal electrical equipment must conform to UK standards as follows: every appliance must carry the 

appropriate kitemark; the plug must be of the safety sleeve type and be correctly fused for the appliance; 

flexible cables must be in good condition and not worn, split, stretched or twisted. 

 

Weather and Clothes 

British weather is always unpredictable. Even in summer a raincoat of some kind is often necessary, and 

participants are advised to bring some warm clothing as well as summer clothes. The best arrangement is to 

have clothes which can be worn in layers. Between May and September the weather can be cool (55oF) and 

rainy; it can also be mild (65oF) with grey skies; or it can be hot (75o-95oF) and dry. It can change from one 

day to the next. Please also be aware that the nights can get chilly. The weather forecast for Oxford can be 

found at: www.bbc.co.uk/weather/2640729  

Casual dress is acceptable for attending lectures and workshops, participating in excursions and social events, 

and at meal times, except for the formal closing reception and dinner when an appropriate standard of dress 

is required (i.e. business suit and tie for men; cocktail dress or trouser/skirt suit for women). 

 

  

http://www.excess-baggage.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/2640729
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Programme Fees 

The fee for the course is £2985 per person and shall include the following: 

 Tuition and course materials 

 Accommodation at Worcester College in single study bedrooms with en suite facilities 

 All meals Monday–Friday, and breakfast at weekends 

 Welcome Dinner on Saturday 11th and a Pub Lunch excursion on Sunday 12th. August 

 Weekday morning teas/coffees 

 Opening and closing receptions 

 Welcome packs 

 Guided Walking Tour of Oxford 

 Punting on the River Cherwell 

 Shakespeare Play 

 Mounted group photograph 

 Services of resident summer school assistants 

 

Cancellations 

Please note that refunds are only offered in exceptional circumstances. Please consult our terms and 

conditions for more details (www.conted.ox.ac.uk/courses/terms_and_conditions.php). 

Participants are strongly recommended to take out vacation cancellation insurance, and should consult their 

travel agent and/or insurer for information and advice. Please note that OUDCE does not provide any 

insurance cover. 

 

Alteration or Cancellation of a Course by OUDCE 

OUDCE reserves the right to alter details of any course should illness or any other emergency prevent a tutor 

from teaching, and to cancel a course or seminar if exceptionally low enrolment would make it educationally 

unviable. 

The status of courses will be reviewed on 1 May 2018. If it is likely that a course may be cancelled, all those 

enrolled on that course will be notified in writing within seven days, and possible options clearly explained. 

If participants have not heard from OUDCE by 8 May 2018, they should assume that their course will be 

running; there is no need to contact OUDCE to confirm. They are recommended to delay finalising their travel 

arrangements until after this date. 

 

Additional Information 

For further information on any aspect of the Summer School, please contact us at: 

Email:  ipfd@conted.ox.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 1865 270451 

http://www.conted.ox.ac.uk/courses/terms_and_conditions.php
mailto:ipfd@conted.ox.ac.uk
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