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The PhD thesis consists ofthe introduction, which reveals the aim and tasks ofthe 

research; four chapters, which consistently consider different aspects of Ьilateral 

communication between both Russia and China and Russia and India as well as Russia 

and Pakistan and Russian regional integi-ation and trans-regional strategy; the conclusion, 

which summarizes the main results ofthe study; and the ЬiЬ!iographic list ofreferences. 

The relevancy of the research. This PhD thesis explores an urgent, complex 

proЬ!em that affects not only the relations between Pakistan and Russia, but also has the 

important regional and international issues. The paper demonstrates the author's aЬility to 

generalize the processes related to the development of Ьilateral relations, as well as to 

analyze them through the prism of regional and international competition. 

The relevancy ofthe research topic is determined, in my opinion, Ьу а number of 

circumstances. First, during the latest decade, Russia has been trying to stimulate its 

political and economic cooperation with Pakistan and taking it into account it's rather 

necessary to estimate its specific features in the context of modern regional and 

international politics. 

Secondly, China and India have become two of the world's largest economies 

and have emerged as new regional players. As you know, China, according to the results 

of 2022, ranks first in the world in terms of GDP (РРР), and India is third. China's 

economic growth rate over the latest decade has averaged about 8%, while India's has 

averaged about 7.5%. Pakistan is one of the most important actors in the South Asian 

region and at the same time Pakistan is in the sphere of interests ofboth China and India. 

Thirdly, the relevance of the topic is due to the fact that knowledge of the Indian 

vector and Chinese vector of Pakistani foreign (economic) policy will allow Russia to 

develop correctly its relations with all these three countries. 
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The PhD thesis was performed on а sound theoretical level using а variety of 

research methods, including comparative (in paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2 analysis ofRussian

Chinese relations and Russian~Indian relations, as well as historical one. То develop 

possiЫe options for the development of Ьilateral Russian-Pakistani ties, the author 

resorted to an inductive research strategy. The author used а variety of approaches -

systemic and interdisciplinary ( analysis of historic, political and somehow economic 

aspects of the issue under study throughout the study). The research is based on rather 

sound material including the research of Pakistani scientists who study this proЫem. The 

list of sources and literature used includes 269 titles, most of which are in English. 

The aim of the study, as formulated Ьу the author himself (р. 16), is to highlight 

the importance of Russian-Pakistani relations in the current international strategic context 

with an aim to create а Ыueprint for Ьilateral relations into the future ("Rusi-Pakistani 

У aar Yaar"). 

It seems that the author coped quite successfully both with the aim of the research 

and all five tasks. The PhD thesis is an independent creative research with some scientific 

novelty and practical significance. The author reveals not only а clear understanding of 

the essence of the Russian-Pakistani cooperation, but also its proЫems and prospects, as 

well as its impact on the Russian-Indian relations and Russian-Chinese relations as well 

as the Russian positions in the South Asian region as а whole. 

The scientific novelty of the research is determined primarily Ьу the fact that it is 

essentially the first full-scale w01·k containing the comprehensive analysis ofthe Russian

Pakistani relations in the context of modern international politics as well as the analysis 

of Russia's role and influence in the light of Sino-Indian rivalry in the South Asian 

region. 

The main scientific results of the PhD thesis are the following. 

1) First, the identification of Russian unique position to apply the Neo-Realist 

concept of balancing towards India and China in pursuit of closer Neo-Liberal 

cooperation, therefore maintaining staЬility in their multilateral relations in order to 

strengthen the global trend towards multipolarity (р.63). The author rather carefully 

studied different theories of international relations, estimates the role of the USA in the 

modern world as well as its efforts to tum India against China in the so cold "New Cold 

War". 
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2) Second, the analysis of the СРЕС (as the part of BRI) and its influence for 

future positions of Pakistan both in the South Asian region and the world politics (р. 180-

181 ). The author highlights the growing influence of China in South Asia through the 

СРЕС project and it is one of reasons for curЬing the development of Sino-Indian 

cooperation The author notes that this project has already turned Pakistan into 

· geostrategic pivot state (р.191-192). In general, the author emphasizes that it's imperative 

for Russia to enhance its economic relations with Pakistan to integrate the EAEU and 

BRI. 

3) Third, there is the analysis of the joint Indo-Japanese Asia-Aftica Growth 

Corridor (AAGC) and its role in strengthening Indian economic role and positions on the 

word arena. Tl1e author highlights the importance of the Russian government's efforts to 

promote cooperation with India and support the practice of а delicate balancing act 

between competing interests (China/ВRI and Pakistan/CPEC vs. India/AAGC) (р. 69). 

4) Fourthly, stressing the idea that the strengthening ofRussian-Pakistani relations 

will еnаЫе both countries to shape the future world order (р.210). 

The practical importance of the thesis is, first of all, that it provides а good 

platform for further ftuitful study of the latest trends and prospects in the development of 

cooperation between Russia and Pakistan as well as Russia and China and Russia and 

India, taking into account the competition of the two giants of the present time - China 

and India. 

Some ideas of the PhD thesis can Ье used when lecturing on special political 

science courses, as well as the Pakistani Есопоту. 

At the same time there are some shortcomings in the PhD thesis. 

1) In my opinion the chronological ftames ofthe work are too narrow both for the 

PhD thesis in general (usually there are at least two-three decades are used Ьу most 

researchers for fruitful analysis) and for such kind of oriental studies. Concerning this 

PhD thesis it would Ье reasonaЫe to study the period "1989-2020" during which Pakistan 

has been conducting liberal reforms both in economy and politics. Within this period 

Pakistan significantly improved its relations with China and started improving its ties 

with Russia (why didn't the author mention the state visit of N.Shariff to Moscow in 

April 1999, the first visit ofhead ofstate ofPakistan since 1974?) 
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2) On р.42: "The Soviet Union's failure to stop this operation (the 1991 GulfWar 

- Natalia V.Galistcheva), and it's actual endorsement of it, convinced the world that 

there was no stopping the US from that point onward, at least for the foreseeaЫe future, 

which led to countless countries bandwagoning in support ofthe US-led economic model 

known as the Washington Consensus (WC)". It is not correct statement as WC was 

worked out for indebted countries (especially for Latin American countries) in 1989 

while advanced economies had been trying to settle foreign deЬt proЫem of developing 

countries. The 1991 Gulf War was not the reason for realizing liberal reforms in all 

developing countries. 

3) On р.42 (again): "China began to follow this model (Washington Consensus -

Natalia V.Galistcheva) during the 1980s as а result of Deng Xiaoping's reforms that 

radically moved the economy ... towards а more quasi-capitalist liberal approach". 

Liberal reforms started in 1979 (WC- since 1989) were extremely different from the WC 

recipe. And the economic model is better say - state capitalism. 

4) On р.67: "Pakistan is China's top international partner". The statement is not 

true as Pakistan is China's top regional partner (in the South Asian region). 

5) On р.137: "India's regional policy has recently been characterized Ьу coercing 

the ... smaller states in its neighborhood to "bandwagon" with it instead of balancing with 

China". And than the author is presenting several examples. In my opinion the statement 

is not correct (there are а lot of cases of Indian aid that can Ье considered as "balancing") 

and the author's examples don't really prove the author's idea (especially in case of 

Bangladesh). The author also states: "Countries (South Asian ones) naturally balanced 

with China out of fear of India as the regional rising hegemon". Again, not exactly. 

Besides Sri Lanka and Maldives nowadays closely cooperate (balance) with India. 

6) On р.143: "Right now, Russia's relations with China and India are better than 

those between China and India ..... ". It is correct but it is obvious and what purpose for to 

discuss it? 

7) In Introduction thet·e are no "Findi'ngs / the main arguments to Ье defended" 

(there are only Hypotheses. Besides, there is also no Approbation as well as Meetings to 

Scientific Directions. 

8) The Structure of PhD thesis is rather strange: only one chapter is devoted to 

Russian-Pakistani relations. 
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9) Out of 269 titles of ЬiЫiographic sources there are only 32 monographs and 20 

scientific articles. Among them there are no fundamental researches on Pakistani politics, 

economy etc. at all. As а result in PhD thesis there is no deep analysis of СРЕС influence 

on Pakistani economy and Sino-Pakistani relations, reasons and consequences of Sino

Chinese political, economic relations, Sino-Indian relations. In my opinion it is the most 

serious shortcoming of PhD theses. 

10) There are no statistical data (taЬ!es / graphs) at all on economic ties between 

Russia and Pakistan ( and between Russia and India and China too, as well as China and 

India). 

Nevertheless the remarks listed above do not impair scientific or practical saliency 

of the thesis in general. The PhD thesis has been completed at the rather good level. Its 

main ideas and conclusions are supported Ьу the analysis of extensive political studies 

material. The author's conclusions are well argued and they can Ье accepted. 

The thesis "Russian-Pakistani Relations in the Context of Modern International Politics 

(2014-2019)" written Ьу Andrew Bogdan Korybko meets main requirements as specified 

for а dissertation. The author qualifies to Ье awarded the academic degree of the 

Candidate of Political Studies in the jield 23. 00. 04 - Political proЫems of international 

relations, global and regional development but subject to substantial correction of the 

PhD thesis. 
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