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Part 1. Course description 

1.1. General information 

Full course title: The Politics of Integration: European Union / Eurasian Economic 

Union  

Type of course: Elective 

Level of education: Master Degree program 

Year of study: 1st 

Number of ECTS credits allocated: 3 

1.2. Course aims and expected outcomes 

The purpose of the discipline «The Politics of Integration – European Union 

/Eurasian Economic Union» mis to provide students with practical knowledge about 

the specifics and characteristics of the dynamics and processes that contribute to 

regional integration and their implications for policy and public policy. 

According to the purpose, the main objectives of the discipline are:  

- explore various forms of regional integration; 

- to investigate the activities of various regional organizations; 

- analyze the impact of regional integration on politics and society; 

- to learn to understand the forces that have influenced the formation of 

European integration, the consequences of their influence on this process; 

- to learn to use concepts, theories and methods from political science and 

international relations. 
 

Learning outcomes: 

At the end of the course, a student is expected to: 

Code and name of the 

graduate universal 

Code and name of the universal competence 

achievement indicator 



competence 

Pc-2. Able to professionally 
analyze and explain the 
positions on major political 
issues 

PC-2.1 To know approaches to the analysis of 
factors that shape the positions on major political 
issues. 

 

 PC-2.2 To be able to professionally analyze and 
explain positions on major political issues. 

 

 PC-2.3 To be able to conduct business 
negotiations in a foreign language. 

PC-6. Has knowledge of the 
main political theories, 
domestic and foreign 
theoretical schools, the main 
directions of development of 
scientific political thought 

IPC-6.1 To know the main political theories, 
domestic and foreign theoretical schools, the main 
directions of development of scientific political 
thought. 

 

 IPC-6.2. To be able to use the main political 
theories, domestic and foreign theoretical schools, 
the main directions of development of scientific 
political thought. 

 

 IPC-6.3. To know political science methodology. 

 

1.3. Course requirements and grading plan 

Students are supposed to attend all seminars and lectures and be fully 
prepared for class discussions. Moreover, students are expected to read suggested 
materials that may assure their ability to make necessary and useful contribution to 
in-class discussions. Along with traditional forms of training – lectures and 
seminars, the following educational technologies are used: 

- Self-guided out-of-class work (with the subsequent check by the teacher) on 
search of factual information (statistical and textual) in the Internet 

- Discussion; 



- Interactive lecture. 
The list of disciplines that must be mastered to begin mastering this discipline 

includes «Philosophy», «Theories of international relations: a critical approach», 
«Comparative analysis of modern political institutions and processes», «History of 
Russian politics», «Legal support of state and municipal government», 
«International organizations: new hegemons or ineffective partners», «Main 
problems of international politics», «Politics and law».  

Grading plan: 
30% - participation in class discussion;  
30% - in-class test (the exact date of the test is decided by lecturer, students 

are informed about the date in advance); 
40% - in-class individual presentation (presentation should include an 

independent research conducted by a student; presentation take no more than 15 
minutes);  

The lecturer reserves the right to reward exceptional effort in class with extra 
credit. 

 
 

2. Course content 

2.1. Forms of work  

Forms of work Academic hours Credits 
Total 126 3 
Total for lectures, seminars 54  
Lectures 18  
Seminars 36  
Homework 
(self-preparation, presentation-
related research) 

30  

Exam 42  
 

2.2. Discipline contents 

Units and topics Academic hours 

Lectures Seminars Homework Per 
unit/topic 

Introduction to comparative 
regional integration 2 4 - 6 

Introduction to EU/EEU 
2 4 - 6 



Regional Institutions 
2 4 5 11 

Regional Security 
2 4 5 11 

Managing borders 
2 4 5 11 

Policy Integration 
2 4 5 11 

Regional Identities 
2 4 5 11 

Integration and the political 
trilemma 2 4 5 11 

Exam  
42   42 

Total 18 32 30 126 

 
 

2.3. Course in briefs  
 

 Topic 1. Introduction to comparative regional integration. 

Сontent of the topic: The course will begin with an examination of the various 

theories and approaches to regional integration. Comparative regional studies is a 

growing discipline in political science, combining elements from international 

relations theory and comparative politics. In this first session, we will look at the 

dominant approaches that have come out of the “new regionalism” literature. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) Why do states choose to cooperate more closely and embark on paths 

leading to closer integration? 

b) Realists contend that integration is only driven by state interests while 

liberals argue that once states decide to integrate more closely, they begin to 

develop common interests and preferences thus mitigating national interests. Which 

argument do you find most convincing? 



 

Topic 2. Introduction to EU/EEU. 

Content of the topic: The course will focus on looking at regional integration 

in the EU and the EEU. In this introduction to these two experiences, we will look at 

what have been the most important steps in the these two integration projects and 

examine the extent to which the literature on regional integration theory can help us 

understand their dynamics. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) What have been the salient moments in the evolution of the EU and the 

EEU? 

b) Have they been driven by the same forces? 

c) What role have exogenous factors played in the integration processes? 

Questions for the control work: 1. History of European integration. 2. History 

of Eurasian integration. 3. European Communities. 4. The authorities of the 

European Union. 

 

Topic 3. Regional Institutions. 

Content of the topic: The extent to which regional integration can affect 

policy and political outcomes may be determined by the level of institutional 

development. In this session, we will explore what have been the different 

institutional forms that the EU and the EEU have adopted and examine what they 

can tell us about the level of integration. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) What powers do the major insitutions have to shape policy decisions? 

b) How does the institutional architecture of different regional organisations 

affect the balance of power between states? Between institutions? 

c) How does the institutional architecture find a balance between large and 

smaller states? Between citizens and institutions? 



 

Topic 4. Regional Security. 

Content of the topic: Security has long been the monopoly of the state. In this 

session, we examine how different forms of integration have addressed security 

questions and what this may tell us about the level of integration taking place. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) Is security necessarily a concern of regional integration? 

b) How do different regional organisations deal with integration issues? 

c) Can regional organisations that are concerned primarily with economic 

integration assume a role in security? How? 

d) Can regional economic organisations replace states as providers of 

security? 

 

Topic 5. Managing borders. 

Сontent of the topic: Integration implies the erosion of national borders to 

some degree as the aim is to open up national economies to some combination of 

flows of capital, good, goods or services. This necessarily raises questions about 

how to manage physical borders and finding the right balance between wanting to 

facilitate economic interdependence and managing flows within borders. These 

questions range from how to deal with migration to internal security issues.  

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) How do regional economic organisations find the balance between open 

borders and maintaining security and sovereignty? 

b) Are states willing to give up control of borders to a supranational 

organisation in return for maintaining the benefits of integration? 

c) Are there limits to the opening up of national borders? 

 

 



Topic 6. Policy Integration. 

Сontent of the topic: Policy integration is seen as an important driver but also 

consequence of regional integration. The EU provides an almost unique case of 

policy interdependence, with some areas of public policy determined entirely at the 

EU level. In this session, we will look at a range of policy questions from 

macroeconomic polity to energy and the environment in a comparative framework. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) Does integration lead to policy convergence? 

b) Can economic integration survive without policy convergence or common 

rules? 

c) How can regional economic organisations ensure that common rules are 

enforced? 

d) Is it reasonable to expect that large powers will subject themselves to rules 

in the same way as smaller powers? 

 

Topic 7. Regional Identities. 

Сontent of the topic: One of the outstanding questions in the study of 

comparative regionalism is whether it changes the way that citizens define their 

political identity, beginning to show new forms of identity and solidarity. The two 

cases we examine in the course provide an interesting contrast, as the EU is 

fragmented linguistically and historically, while the EEU has much strong historical 

and cultural links. We will see the extent to which this may affect integration or may 

be affected by it.  

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) Do regional economic organisations need a political identity? 

b) What might that identity look like? 

c) How can, if at all, regional identities be reconciled with national identities? 

 



Topic 8. Integration and the political trilemma. 

Content of the topic: Dani Rodrik’s famework for globalisation – a trilemma 

that forces states to give up one of national sovereignty, democracy or 

interdependence – transfers easily to regional integration. Without embracing a 

common definition or understanding of democracy, our discussion will explore how 

different forms of integration have tried to reconcile interdependence with national 

sovereignty and the representation of preferences and interests.  

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 

of the topic. 

Discussion Questions: 

a) Is there a political trilemma in the different forms of economic integration? 

b) Is the trilemma a problem for the capacity of the organisation to address 

policy and political problems? 

c) How do different organisations address the trilemma? 
 

 
 

3. Methodical provisions 

3.1. Presentation topics 

1. Compare and contrast the main institutions and polices of regional 

integration in the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union. How can we 

account for similarities and differences? 

2. There is no democratic deficit in the EU. Discuss. 

3. Enlargement represents one of the great success stories of European 

integration. Discuss. 

4. Regional integration theory has developed primarily to understand the 

European Union and is of little use in understanding other cases. Discuss with 

reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

5. Regional integration is a powerful instrument for peace and stability in 

the international system. Discuss with reference to the European Union and 

Eurasian Economic Union. 



6. The economic and migration crises in the European Union are proof 

that regional integration remains a fragile process. Discuss analytically. 

7. What are the principal sources of resistance to regional integration and 

what do they tell us about regional integration theories? 

8. What are the strengths and weaknesses of comparing different forms of 

regional integration? 

9. Which policy areas are more likely to drive regional integration? 

Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union.. 

10. Regional integration suggests that traditional notions of sovereignty are 

no longer useful. Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian 

Economic Union. 

11. Regional integration theories do not add to what conventional 

international relations theory can tell us about integration. Discuss with reference to 

the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

12. Contemporary policy challenges cannot be addressed adequately at the 

state level and require forms of regional cooperation. Discuss with reference to the 

European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

13. What are the principal foreign and security policy instruments of the 

European Union? To what extent do they give the EU “actorness”? 

14. The European Union is anything but a “normative power” when it 

intervenes in its bordering regions. Discuss analytically. 

15. Economic and monetary integration is leading to political integration. 

Discuss analytically. 

16. Evolution of the authorities of the European Union. 

17. Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. 

18. Authorities of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

19. European Economic Community. 

20. European Coal and Steel Community. 

21. Prospects for EU and EEA enlargement: a comparative analysis. 

22. Problems of the development of the European Union at the present 

stage. 



23. Problems of development of the Eurasian Economic Union at the 

present stage. 

24. The European Commission and the Eurasian Economic Commission: a 

comparative analysis. 

25. Prospects for the development of the European Union. 

 

3.2. In-class test 

Exemplary questions: 

1. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the principal approaches to 

regional integration? 

2. What is ”new about the New Regionalism? 

3. To what extent has the European Union been a model for other forms of 

regional integration? 

4. How has the European Union “rescued” the national state in Europe? 

5. To what extent does the European Union challenge the state in Europe? 

6. What is the link between regional integration and political 

development? 

7. Regional organisations cannot be foreign policy actors. Discuss with 

reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

8. Regional integration requires that there be no hegemonic partner. 

Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

9. The EU’s recent crises have not been an obstacle to the development of 

a common foreign and security policy. Discuss analytically. 

10. Economics not politics is the main driver of regional integration. 

Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

11. Regional integration can become the basis for a new international order. 

Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

12. Why has there been a widening and deepening of integration in the 

European Union but not elsewhere? 

13. Is comparative politics or international relations more useful to 

understand regional integration? Discuss with reference to the European Union and 

Eurasian Economic Union. 



14. What have been the most important policy developments in the 

European Union and why? 

15. The European Union is proof that regional integration will eventually 

lead to pressures for political integration. Discuss with reference to the European 

Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

16. What are the different forms of representation that can be found 

through European Union institutions? 

17. What have been the main steps in regional integration in the European 

Union and the Eurasian Economic Union and what do they tell us about integration 

theory? 

18. How can regional integration affect domestic politics and policy 

choices? Discuss with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic 

Union. 

19. Regional integration can lead to new forms of political identity. Discuss 

with reference to the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

20. Regional integration will eventually run into the problems raised by 

Dani Rodrik’s notion of the “political trilemma”. . Discuss with reference to the 

European Union and Eurasian Economic Union. 

 

3.3. Exam questions: 
 

1. Evolution of the authorities of the European Union. 

2. Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. 

3. Authorities of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

4. European Economic Community. 

5. European Coal and Steel Community. 

6. Prospects for EU and EEA enlargement: a comparative analysis. 

7. Problems of the development of the European Union at the present 

stage. 

8. Problems of development of the Eurasian Economic Union at the 

present stage. 



9. The European Commission and the Eurasian Economic Commission: a 

comparative analysis. 

10. Prospects for the development of the European Union. 
 

3.4. Assessment of different types of works 

Type of work Grading system Criteria 

in-class test  

 

А (90-100%) Student answered correctly 9 or more 
questions out of 10. 

 B, C (75-89%) Student answered correctly 7-8 
questions out of 10. 

 D, F (60-74%) Student answered correctly 5-6 
questions out of 10. 

 E (less than 60%) Student answered correctly less than 5 
more questions out of 10. 

participation in 
class discussion,  

in-class individual 
presentation or 
essay  

A (90-100%) Outstanding presentation or essay of 
independent work, active participation 
and critical participation in the 
discussion 

 B (82-89%) Outstanding presentation or essay of 
independent work with limited 
participation in the discussion. 

 C (75-81%) Standard (sufficient) presentation or 
essay with limited participation in the 
discussion. 

 D (67-74%) Standard presentation or essay with no 



participation in the discussion. 

 E (60-66%) Standard presentation or essay with 
visible errors and no participation in 
the discussion. 

 F (less than 60%) Lack of understanding of the subject in 
the presentation, essay and discussions 

Exam A (90-100%)  Thought-provoking and informed 
answers to the questions in the ticket 
and two additional questions. 

 

 B (82-89%) Student gives correct answers to 
questions in the ticket and two 
additional questions. 

 C (75-81%) The correct answers to the questions in 
the ticket and to two additional 
questions are given, provided there are 
inaccuracies and occasional gaps in 
knowledge. 

 D (67-74%) The right answers for ticket questions 
are combined with inaccurate answers 
to additional questions. 

 E (60-66%) The correct answer to one of the ticket 
questions and one additional question. 

 F (less than 60%) Incorrect answers to ticket questions 
and additional questions. 
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4.4. Software and Internet resources. 
 

1. europa.eu- EU site  
2. ec.europa.eu – European commission site 
3. http://www.eaeunion.org/ - EEU site  

https://bibliocatalog.mgimo.ru:2145/doi/abs/10.1080/09692290600950639
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https://bibliocatalog.mgimo.ru:2085/doi/full/10.1177/0735275120902182?utm_source=summon&utm_medium=discovery-provider
http://europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/
http://www.eaeunion.org/


4. http://www.eurasiancommission.org/ - Eurasian economic commission site 
5. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en - Europarliament site 

 

5. Material and technical support 

Technical equipment is necessary for this course. Computer, projector, 

Microsoft PowerPoint software are needed for both lectures and seminars. Students 

may need access to Internet.  

http://www.eurasiancommission.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en

