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Abstract: In the early period of the labor market transformations in Russia the 

attitude of the population to higher professional education is changing, namely its 

socio-economic importance is lost because of the high discount rate of the 

population, that is, expectations of rapid income with less expense. The period of 

labor market reform is also characterized by a high share of structural 

unemployment, i.e. the mismatch of the professional competence level of employees 

to their positions and the market needs. As the labor market develops there is public 

interest in professional education and the desire to develop professional competence 

in accordance with the existing ideas about the demand for the specialties in purpose 

of obtaining future revenue as payment for the acquired competencies level and its 

implementation at the employment place. Due to time discrepancies of demand for 

training programs formation processes of the potential workers part and the demand 

for trained professionals from the potential employers part the problem of structural 

unemployment is put even more acute, there is an overproduction of specialists 

unclaimed at the labor market, unemployment is rising and especially the 

unemployment among young people with higher education. All this determines the 

need for a systematic study of the young people motivation in the process of their 

professional competencies forming, especially the professional orientation of young 

people in today's socio-economic conditions, expectations of young people from 

obtained professional competence in order to identify current trends of social and 
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economic behavior of youth in the process of professional development, to identify 

existing imbalances of their socio-economic assessment. 

Keywords: education, labor market, human capital, youth, socialization. 

Introduction 
In accordance with the theory of "human capital" which was born in the 60s in 

the USA, with an increase in the individuals educational level the society as a whole 

gets much more benefit. 

The concept of human potential development is based on the views of the 

eminent scientist Mahbub ul-Haq who initiated the preparation of global reports on 

human development within the United Nations Development Programme beginning 

with 1990. He designated the main idea: the meaning and purpose of social 

development are to expanse of the opportunities of each person to realize the 

potency and aspirations, to have a healthy, full, creative life. In this approach, a 

person is considered not only as a factor of social development, but as the main 

subject, using its results. The human development means the expanding the range 

and opportunities of intellectual, social, economical and political choice which is 

available to every member of society11. 

As the historical origins of the human development concept one can name the 

views of Adam Smith, who concerned the person as the part of social wealth and the 

purpose of social production. 

Later, in connection with economic international cooperation issues there 

appeared a new direction - "human resources development" which suggests the 

human potential maximizing and its effective use for economical and social 

development. The concept of "human resource development" includes demographic, 

employment, health, nutrition, housing, urbanization, environment, education, training 

problems. Within this theory there was developed an idea that human capital 

investments are cost-effective. For example, in the USA the education share in GDP 

in the last third of the XX century was almost doubled.  

According to its absolute size, it exceeds defense spending; 55% of young 

people aged 17 to 23 years (up to 60% in Japan) obtained the higher education, 

1 Veriaskina V. The Dynamics of Human Potential Development and Priorities of Higher Education // 
Higher education in Russia. 2005. No2. p. 29-37. 

which is the most important factor in the future economic prosperity of these 

countries in the XXI century. 

A special role in the formation of human capital belongs to the awardee of the 

Nobel Prize in Economics (1998) Amaranath Sena. He concerns the human 

development as the expansion of his abilities, not only an increase of material or 

economic wealth. Amaranath Sena believes that the purpose of social development 

is not the infinite increase of production, but the creation of opportunities for the 

people choice expansion of: the choice to do more things, to live longer time, to be 

saved from diseases that can be avoided, to have the access to knowledge. His 

position: opportunity and choice are closely related not only among themselves but 

also with the freedom - both negative (freedom from hunger), and positive (freedom 

to carry out one’s life aspirations). Amaranath Sena states that ultimately the human 

development is the question of freedom. Basing on this concern the human 

development is not possible outside democratic social system with the priority of 

individual values. 

The widespread introduction of mass higher education in the XX century 

became possible because the amount of "saved" socially necessary time which the 

society can receive from the specialist trained in the university is in average 6-10

times more than the cost of his training. Even to 1985 in the United States the 

average education level of working people was estimated at 13.1 years of education. 

It is believed that the education level of the common American working person is 

approaching mid-special education that includes a full school program and two years 

of college2. 

In developed countries with high-income almost 60% of the population in the 

age group from 18 to 23 years study in higher educational institutions of different 

types, and since 1980 this index increased by more than 1.5 times, and in Japan it 

reached almost 100 percent. At the same time, in middle-income countries only about 

20% of this age group has the higher education and in countries with low income it’s 

only 6%3. 

In developed economies it’s the human capital that become a major factor of 

progress, providing up to 3/4 of production and growth of national income, thereby 

2 Kapitsa S.P., Kurdyumov S.P., Malinetskii G.G. Synergetics and Forecasts of the Future. - Moscow, 1997.
3 The World and Russia / Ed. B.C. Avtonomov, T,P. Subbotina. - St. Petersburg, 1999.
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stimulating extended reproduction of the middle class and the intelligentsia as social 

layer. A similar trend is observed now in Russia. 

Such rapid changes in society have revealed a cultural transformation. At very 

high speed of revolutionary information shifts that shook Russia in the XX century the 

natural course of its peoples development subjected to painful changes. 

In particular since 1917 traditional content of religious-ethical stage was 

ousted from the public consciousness and was replaced by Protestant ideals of the 

French Revolution which were alien for Russia of that time. Gradually there occurred 

also the partial substitution of fantastically mythological stage content and sacred 

meaning of fairy tales and myths was considerably emasculated, many of them have 

been transformed into "pioneer history" and other images of the new Soviet and 

Western mythology. Over the time the tales were filled with very exotic content 

(African and South American tales, as well as the Teletubbies, Pokemons, etc.). 

Analysis of the cultural and historical environment impact on the developing  mind of 

the young generation in modern Russia from the ethno functional approach position 

shows that the fairy-tale and mythological stage of human mental development when 

emotional and sensual side of his relations is formed was seriously damaged. 

One of the most common and widely occurring psychopathological humans 

symptoms in the modern culture crisis conditions are the signs of alexithymia (in 

particular the hindered ability to express feelings adequately). Ethno functional 

mental development violations and related ethnic marginality of modern young man 

mind appears primarily in the speech area. By remark of outstanding Russian 

historian and philosopher K.D. Kavelin the soul of the nation can be expressed only 

in the language of this nation, in particular, in Russian language which is adequate to 

the Russian culture4. 

Role of education in the human capital forming for the developing 
countries 

Strengthening of the "classic" educational element is especially actual 

(compared to pre-revolutionary Russia) precisely because the integrity of Russian 

culture and its media - Russian language - is now the most broken. Inextricable link 

4 Sukharev A.V. Some Aspects of the Ethnofunctional Approach to the Problem of Education in 
Russia // Psychological magazine. 2005. №2 (Volume 26). p. 91-101. 

of Russian, Old Slavonic and Greek languages was underlined by academician 

A.A. Shahmatov. The paradox lies in the fact that it was the destruction of Russian 

language which separates us from the very sources of European culture. 

Meanwhile Russia is rapidly moving en route of globalization of almost all 

spheres of population life to the education system unification with the western 

samples, accepting and supporting the Bologna process. 

Globalization in education has mixed effects. Its positive side is that it leads to 

the universalization and dissemination of advanced technical and scientific 

knowledge. Therefore, globalization is good in the teaching of natural sciences and 

engineering. However, in teaching the humanitarian sciences globalization brings to 

mind the cultural imperialism – the street with one-way traffic by which the views and 

values favorable to the dominant culture are broadcasted. Therefore teaching the 

humanitarian sciences and didactic teaching methods should be developed taking 

into account the national particularity. Russia may be of interest to the Bologna 

process participating countries only preserving the national particularity of the native 

education and its inalienable achievements.  

One can refer to the technical experience of the South-Eastern countries -

Japan, China, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore. Preserving their cultural identity, 

they took all the best from the West - its technology, experience, investment - and not 

just staying on one level, but in many ways being ahead of Western countries. 

Considering the specificity of the society formation in terms of uneven 

economic development globalization of systems of education and society 

implementation to educational processes identified the differentiated approaches to 

education obtaining and importance for different categories of citizens. There appear 

the new "features" of education which determine the social groups attitudes to them. 

The term "elite education" is controversially used in literature5. They call as 

elite the education of high quality (in English literature - high quality education). It 

refers also to the education aimed at training the elite - political, economic and 

cultural. Prof. G.K. Ashin is wondering: "Who is prepared to take the elite position? 

Sons of the rich and noble families, preparing parents replacement by children to 

reproduce the elite in such a "natural" way? Or it’s necessary to look for talented 

children, talented young people in all social strata of society? The first approach is 

5 Ashin G.K. The Problems of the Elite Education in Foreign Sociology // SOCIS. 2005. No2.
p. 87-95.
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marked as "elitist education” which means a closed system of education, it condemns 

the elite education and the elite itself to degradation. It is only the second approach 

which responds the task of high-quality elite creating, really selected, the best in 

intellectual and ethical terms. Only an open system of elite education complies with 

the principles of democratic society. 

In the last decades of XX - beginning of XXI centuries there were observed the 

global trends of movement towards the democratization of education, which includes 

the movement from the elitist education, which puts people in unequal conditions of 

competition for access to high quality education, i.e. it means people discrimination 

by social, national and other criteria, to the elite education when a high quality 

education is supplemented by its greater openness. 

Differentiation of the professional education in Russia 
The question of the differentiation of education, about the justice or injustice of 

elite educational institutions existence for a long time is discussed in the foreign 

literature. It revealed two alternative approaches. Egalitarian critics of elite education 

use the following arguments: the presence of elite schools is a challenge to 

democracy, a vestige of the aristocratic era, a social atavism; elite schools are 

harmful, because they put young people in unequal conditions, reproduce, maintain, 

reinforce the social and class inequality. Some scientists share the thesis about the 

harmful morale impact of the fact itself that there exist the elite educational 

institutions. The fact that students of elite private schools have incomparably greater 

chances to get the high quality education and to succeed in life, perniciously affect 

the morals of the young generation. In the democratic society alongside the state 

education system the independent education system including alternative education 

must also exist and let parents and children choose the system that it is more 

suitable for them. 

And what about Russia? Although it is proud of its traditions of fundamental 

education, it is impossible to ignore that their foundations were laid in the late XIX - 

mid XX century. In the last decade of the XX century and during the first years of the 

XXI century science and education in Russia degrade rapidly bringing the country to 

a "Third World". It’s impossible to enter the information society sitting on oil and gas 

pipes. 

Realizing the importance of education for the formation and development of 

the country, as well as the need to develop integrated processes of education, 

science and industry the President proposed a national project in the sphere of 

education, aimed at: 

 state support of universities and schools actively introducing innovative

educational programs; 

 implementation of the best teachers support program;

 informatization of education, increasing the availability of best educational

practices, promotion of advanced learning technologies; 

 the creation of new university centers of interregional development on the

basis of existing universities in the Southern and Siberian districts, as well as two 

business schools in the Moscow region and in St. Petersburg;  

 support for talented young people, promotion of youth initiatives through the

competitions of youth projects, presidential stipends, maintaining a database of 

Russian talents;  

 the development of professional training system in the army;

 support of one of the main activities of the educational institution –

schoolchildren upbringing  education. 

"Today both knowledge and new people are in demand; they are extremely 

necessary for the development and future of Russia. There are a lot of problems, but 

the fact that knowledge is materialized and it becomes a factor of production 

development is quite obvious. Despite all the arguments at last we came to the 

conclusion that the state must directly support the development of high technology, 

the development of education - direct government support. We will continue to do it 

and we will do it persistently"6.

In modern education content of human nature knowledge does not correspond 

to reality because for many years the natural sciences data are presented

tendentiously, for example, a person is presented as a biosocial being. In this case it 

turns out that there is no difference, for example, between a teacher and a bandit, a 

terrorist. For this reason the older generation's efforts aimed to formation of their 

change as a highly moral, do not reach the goal. 

6 Questions to the First Person. Russian President Vladimir Putin Interview // The Economy and Education To-
day. 2005.
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There are substantial grounds to believe that the human essence is spiritual 

and moral and its "biosocial" signs are secondary, uniting human with the animal 

world only at the level of the living being structures and metabolism7. 

Such a science as psychology could play a significant role for the correction of 

this situation, in particular  such its section as personal psychology which is based on 

the following principles: 

 a person having freedom of choice chooses the object of cognition from his

environment on his own (in the family, on the street, in the educational environment, 

in the creative and production team, in nature, etc.), he himself carries volitional 

actions to get knowledge, learn skills and abilities from anyone if all this has a 

personal meaning for him; personal meaning derives from the value orientations of 

the individual; 

 most of all a person remembers and appreciates just what he does and

what he finds himself. It’s impossible both to teach and to raise a person against his 

will, without the inclusion of his will to effort on himself. The person is trained by 

himself and educated by himself only to that extent that he both knows and wants to 

do. By observing and evaluating examples of other people behavior in different 

situations, analyzing the expression of people’s value orientations in their deeds and 

actions, everyone prepares for life only by himself by self-study and self-upbringing; 

 the will is the key psychological quality of person which is able to determine

its spiritual and moral image as well as the degree of social adaptation. Will 

diagnostics, the creation of all conditions for the implementation of the person 

voluntary actions in practice, especially in the spiritual and moral sphere, promoting 

the formation of volitional capacity and skills to manage it ares the primary tasks of 

education at all levels and forms;

 human life consists of the opportunities that come and go away. In the

social environment a person must learn to see and to look for these opportunities, 

must be able and willing to use them, first of all, to his own spiritual and moral 

formation or regeneration.

7 Andruschakevich AA Personal Psychology in the Education of the XXI Century // According to the materials 
of the conference "Strategy of Education Development in the XXI Century." Military - Medical Institute at the 
Russian Federal Border Service of the Nizhny Novgorod State Medical Academy. 2005 

Taking into account the above principles, it is easy to determine the main 

purpose of education – to support the inquisitiveness and hard working ability 

formation of the young generation. As for the specific knowledge and skills offered 

"for the whole life", their adoption has always depended, of course, will continue to 

depend only on the learner. Nobody can influence on the formation of each human 

personality meaning and value orientations; it is the subject of personal choice; this 

area is the subject of psychological protection against any attempts to invade it from 

the outside. 

Today it is important not only to foresee the future shape of society, 

perspective shape of education, depending on the knowledge and skills demanded in 

the XXI century, but also what qualities must people have staying biosphere and 

intelligent people, what is the safe and perspective way of life which people want to 

approve for themselves. Among these human qualities and properties of the human 

world the following become to be  of particular value: the harmonious development of 

social and natural in a person, humane attitude to people and biosphere nature, high 

ekosofical (and environmental), and moral information culture, biospheric- noospheric 

consciousness, systematic scientific thinking, tolerance, creative attitude to life, a 

focus on sustainable development and preservation of the future civilization, 

biosphere and biotic matter cycles preservation, survival of biospheric person. 

 Now in the country the intensive process of education system transformation 

is particularly active: there is being developed the non-state system of higher 

education, paid education and a range of educational services provided by state 

universities are expanding, new specialties appear, there is introduced the multi-level 

system of higher education, etc. The main stimulant of these processes is the

formation of blighty middle class. From the point of view of rapidly formed new social 

groups, including business and entrepreneurs, the expenses of improving the 

educational level represent an extremely profitable type of investment, enhancing 

their social status and income level8. Availability of quality education system allows 

the middle class not only to reproduce but also to constantly increase their socio-

cultural capital, which is the most important stipulation of innovation process9. 

8 Arutyunov V.S., Strekova L.N. Sociological Background of Sscientific Activity. - М., 2003.
9 V. Arutyunov, L. Strekova, S. Tsyganov Innovation and Corporate Education System: the Contribution of the 
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7 Andruschakevich AA Personal Psychology in the Education of the XXI Century // According to the materials 
of the conference "Strategy of Education Development in the XXI Century." Military - Medical Institute at the 
Russian Federal Border Service of the Nizhny Novgorod State Medical Academy. 2005 
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Socialization as the base for professional forming 
In empirical studies carried out on the socialization of young people we based 

on the following basic theoretical assumptions. 

Personality is a set of internal conditions through which all external influences 

are refracted (S. Rubinstein). Personality is the social individual, object and subject of 

social relations and historical process, manifesting herself in communication, 

activities, behavior (V.A. Hansen). The concept of personality refers to the human

individual as a member of society, summarizes socially important features which are 

integrated in him (I. S. Kon). Personality is the subject of social behavior and 

communication (B.G. Ananiev). Personality is a person as a carrier of consciousness 

(K.K. Platonov). 

The processes and the results of becoming, formation and development of the 

individual are determined by the concept of socialization. Socialization is the process 

and the result of the dialectical interaction between the individual and society,

"introduction" of the individual in the social structures by socially desirable qualities. 

The main forms of socialization are the internalization and social adaptation. 

Internalization should be understood as a process of borrowing of certain information

from the environment and its assimilation as the knowledge, skills, norms, patterns of 

behavior and values. The ability to accommodate the individual values and norms of 

behavior to social conditions can be interpreted as social adaptation. 

According to the most common definition, the social and psychological 

socialization (from the Latin socialis - public) is the process of the individual entering 

into society, the active assimilation of the social experience, social roles, norms, and 

values needed to succeed in life in this society. In the process of socialization in 

humans there are formed the social qualities, knowledge, skills, appropriate habits, 

which give the opportunity to become a capable party of social relations. Socialization 

takes place both in terms of a natural influence of the different circumstances of life 

on the person and in terms of purposeful person formation. From the social 

psychology point of view the individual activity is stipulatory by the human need to 

belong to a society, to perceive, to assess, and to interpret it, to identify himself with 

his nation and a particular social group. At the stage of relations and communications 

transition stereotypical requirements of the group to the behavior of an individual 

motivate him to follow the appropriate lines of conduct. 

Youth media is a social space of the transition from stable relations with a 

small social group to the expanded social relationships. This period is connected with 

the need to adapt the learned behavior patterns to more complex social networks 

system, which is a difficult social process of personality development with possible 

formation of young people behavioral destruction elements. 

In the world in general and in Russia in particular youth development theories 

occur abruptly. The main directions of the theoretical understanding of youth were 

developed in the 1920s - early 1930s. The first direction characterizes young people 

as the bearer of the psychophysical properties of youth. The researchers consider 

not young people but youth (juvenility) as the period of the individual life (G. Stanley 

Hall, Charles Buehler, W. Stern, A. Freud, Wilhelm Reich et al.). The second 

direction concerns the young people as a cultural group through a set of inherent 

cultural properties and functions (E. Spranger, R. Benedict, B. Malinowski, M. Mead 

et al.). The third direction is studying young people as object and subject of the 

succession and generational change process, here the social function of youth 

comes to the fore (sociologists of  Marxist school, K. Mannheim). The sociology of 

youth got the impetuous development in the 1960s - early 1970s when scientific 

thought was mainly focused on the conclusions of the second (Sh. Eisenstadt, F. 

Tenbruck, T. Rozzak et al.) and third (G. Shelski, L. Rozenmayr. et al.) directions. 

The circumstances of the boom in the theoretical understanding of young people in 

these two periods are defined including the fact that it was that time when young 

people manifested themselves the most brightly through self-reference in the forms of 

the youth movement. Theoretical background for the determination of young people 

as an object of special study existed even in the XIX century; however, they were not 

implemented in the youth theories. The theoretical opportunities for the development 

of ideas on youth are available in contemporary sociology substantially changed with 

the spread of phenomenological sociology and approval of postmodern trends but 

these opportunities are mostly prospective. The transitional period of formation and 

development of political and economic relations in Russia had an impact on the 

process of continuity and transmission of socio-cultural experience to the younger 

generation. 

In the reform period during the 90-ies the significance of the integral values 

which were reference points in Soviet times was sharply reduced among young 

people.  At the same time the basic values were transmitted from generation to 
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generation in sufficiently stable configurations. The loss of an idea which could unify 

the society leads to its active search mostly by the younger generation because of 

the desire to be involved in social groups. In studies of value orientations of young 

people those indirect circumstances that are found in the projective questions are 

important. Significant results are provided by answers to the question about the 

expectations from the future. Empirical studies show that the majority of respondents 

hope for the profession they have chosen, but they believe that basically they will be 

guided by a pragmatic approach when choosing work. 

Ultimately the indirect evidence of the value orientations of young people show 

the real preferences of young people more accurately than the direct questions about 

values. In particular it is linked with the properties of the studied social group which 

young people constitute. If we talk about the "revaluation of values", it is rather the 

position of mature people with definite life experience, who were exposed to 

socialization influences for a long time. The formation of value-regulatory system is 

characteristically for young people, which means the action of other mechanisms 

than in the situation of revaluation of values. In this case comparing value scales of 

different age groups (including young people) which are used in Russian sociology 

provide information about a variety of values shared in the Russian society, but does 

not adequately trace the world of values and strategical preferences of young people 

as such. 

American psychologists G. Gould, D. Levinson, D. Veylant discovered such 

special periods of a young individual's life: 

16-22 years (the time when a person tries to show himself and others that he 

is capable of independent life; a characteristic feature of the behavior during this age 

is the demonstration of his own independence); 

23-28 years (this period is characterized by the self-assertion of the individual; 

there is formed a persistent idea of the place that the person occupies or would like 

to take in life; for the period in a sharp change in the course of life is inherent). 

The social environment does not affect the individual only directly through the 

examples, behavior, thoughts of individuals, groups, but also indirectly: through 

books, media communications, laws, rules, norms, moral values which are 

established in the society. 

At the same time the social environment is also the subjects of work, culture, 

science. 

In the socio-psychological literature the question about phases and stages of 

socialization is resolved ambiguously. 

After the feature "the attitude to work", G. Andreeva identifies three stages of 

socialization: pre-labor, labor and post-labor (sociological approach). Pre-labor stage 

covers childhood, teenage years and early adulthood and has two independent 

stages: early socialization (imitation and copying the behavior of adults by children; 

game activity where children perceive the behavior as fulfilling the role, group games, 

where children learn to understand  what is the society waiting from them) and 

training. Labor stage is associated with the maturity of the individual, the realization 

and deepening of his social experience. Specificity of the post-labor stage of 

socialization is to realize the potential of people of already retirement age. 

Contrary to the sociological approach there acts the psychoanalytic approach 

in terms of which the period of early childhood has the particular importance for the 

socialization of the individual. Psychoanalysis links the stage of socialization with the 

manifestation of biological trains, instincts and subconscious motivations of human. 

Another approach to the question of stages of socialization - a compromise - takes 

into account both sociological and psychoanalytic views. According to this approach 

there are distinguished two stages of socialization: primary (it covers two stages: 

from birth to the start of the studying at school, from the beginning of schooling to the 

top of the social maturity and choice of profession) and secondary (assimilation of 

social roles by the adult in the process of working, cognition and communication). 

Socialization is a long and complicated process, active becoming of which can 

be attributed to the young age of the individual - the participant of the youth media. 
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