




 3 

PART 1: 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, COURSE DESCRIPTION 

AND TEACHING METHODS 

 

1.1 General information 

 Full course title: Introduction to politics 

 Type of course: Compulsory 

 Level of course B.A. 

 Year of study: 1st  

 Number of ECTS credits allocated: 3 

 Name of lecturer(s) and office hours: 

Dr. O.G. Kharitonova, Associate Professor, department of comparative politics 

 

Department of comparative politics 

+7 (495) 433 34 95 

Mail: politology@mgimo.ru 

 

 

1.2 Course aims and learning outcomes 

The course is designed as an introduction to the concepts underlying modern approaches to the study of 

politics and as an introduction to comparative politics, a field that involves cross-national analysis and 

area studies of domestic politics in different countries. The course is taught in units of political actors, 

political phenomena and specific theoretical problems. The theme-based composition of the course will 

familiarize the students with the main theoretical frameworks in contemporary Comparative Politics, 

i.e.  the structuralist approach, the culturalist approach, the institutionalist approach and the agency-

based approach. 

 

Learning outcomes: 

By the end of this course students should be able to: 

 understand the basic political concepts in politics;  

 discuss major theories and concepts of political science and its subfields; 

 understand the nature of power, authority, legitimacy, leadership; 

 apply terminology, theories, and concepts to current events and specific cases, 

 critically interpret domestic and international political events;  

 assess structural, cultural and institutional factors determining political outcomes; 

 understand the essence of institutional arrangements; 

 compare institutions, political culture and behavior across nations; 

 demonstrate critical thinking, analyze and evaluate political evidence and produce well-reasoned 

arguments about politics using evidence to support conclusions in a coherent way 

 

 

1.3 Course requirements and grading plan 

 

Course requirements 

Students will be required to attend not less than 90% of classes and be prepared for class discussions. 

Reading of the assigned materials and active engagement in class discussions is compulsory.  
 

Grading plan 

 Class participation – 20% 
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Students are expected to attend all the lectures seminars and participate in class discussions; 

since the course is highly interactive, it is essential that students attend the seminars having read 

the materials for that day’s class. 

 In-class tests – 60% 

Students will write three tests during the semester. Dates of test classes are defined by the 

instructor and communicated to the students at the first class of the respective course. 

 In-class issue presentation – 20%. 

Such a presentation (up to 15 minutes) is performed by each student at least once in the term. 

The presentation will be based on the week’s additional readings and discussion topics. The 

presenter should supply a brief summary of the argument but offer a critical interpretation of the 

reading by drawing out the key ideas of the text, linking them with others already covered, and 

registering agreements and disagreements. The presenter should also attempt to consider how 

the given argument could be framed differently. A few critical questions should further be 

offered for the class to discuss collectively.  
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PART 2. COURSE CONTENT 

 

2.1 Course content and readings by topic  

 

Schedule and Assignments 

 

Topic 1. Politics, power and political science. 

Topic 2.  Democracy 

Topic 3. Non-democratic regimes 

Topic 4.  Political culture 

Topic 5. Political participation 

Topic 6. Political ideologies. 

Topic 7. Political parties and party systems. 

Topic 8. Elections and electoral systems 

Topic 9. Groups, interest groups and movements. 

Topic 10.  Political system. 

Topic 11. Executives and leadership 

Topic 12. Legislatures 

Topic 13. Public policy and bureaucracy. 

Topic 14. Federal and unitary systems. 

Topic 15. Political development. Modernization and  Democratization.  

Topic 16.  Globalization 

 

 

Topic 1. Politics, power and political science (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 1.  
Introduction to the course. Course format. Goals, objectives and assessment.  Course content and 

outline of main topics.  

What is politics? Main definitions of politics. Politics as the exercise of power. Politics as the public 

allocation of values. Politics as conflict resolution. Politics as the competition among individuals, 

groups, or states pursuing their interests. Politics as the art and science of government and as affairs of 

the state. 

Political science as a discipline. Political science as the study of the process whereby decisions are 

taken; the study of the nature of decisions taken and the study of the impact of the decisions. Political 

science as the study of the process, substance and impact of decision making. Main approaches 

behavioralism, rational choice theory, institutionalism, new institutionalism. 

Major subfields of political science: political theory, comparative politics, political sociology, political 

psychology, geopolitics, public administration and public policy. 

Political science main concepts: Power, State, Nation, Political system, Political culture, Political 

ideology. 

Political power. Definitions of power. Three faces of power. Formal “sources” of power. Principal 

forms of power:  force, persuasion, authority, manipulation, coercion. Types of Power – political, 

economic, military. 

Legitimacy. M.Weber’s types of legitimacy. Charismatic legitimacy, traditional legitimacy, legal-

rational legitimacy. 

 

Seminar 1 

Themes for discussion: 

1. Politics is not just the art and science of government. What is Politics? 

2. How do you understand the following expression: “Man is by nature a political animal” 

(Aristotle).  
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3. What is the role of politics in modern society. Give relevant examples from your country’s 

political life. 

4. Political science as the science of politics. 

5. Main approaches to study political topics. 

6. Present-day  political leaders and sources of their legitimacy. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 1: 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 5. 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 1. 

 

Further readings for topic 1:  

 Almond G.A. Political theory and political science // The American political science review. – 

Los Angeles, 1966. -  Vol.60, No. 4. 

 Goodin R. E. The State of the Discipline, the Discipline of the State. /The Oxford Handbook of 

Political Science / ed. by R.E. Goodin. - Oxford : Oxford Univ. Press, 2011. – Part 1. 

Introduction.  

 

Internet resources: 

 International Political Science Association: http://www.ipsa.org/ 

 Russian Political Science Association:  http://rapn.ru/ 

 

 

Topic 2. Democracy (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 2. 

Definitions of democracy. Procedural vs substantive definitions of democracy. Aristotle’s typology of 

governments. Democracy vs Polity. Features of democracy. 

Democracy development. Athenian democracy. First-wave democracies. Three waves of 

democratization. Present-day democracies vs. 19th  century democracies. Main criteria of democratic 

political regime. Models of democracy. Direct and representative models. Elitist, pluralist and 

participatory models. Elements of participatory model in the present-day democracies. Referenda, 

recall and initiative.  

Robert Dahl’s Polyarchy theory. Typology of political regimes based on 2 criteria: political 

participation and contestation. Polyarchy vs. competitive oligarchy, 

Dahl’s features of polyarchy: elected officials; free, fair, and frequent elections; inclusive suffrage, 

right to run for office; freedom of expression; alternative sources of information and associational 

autonomy.  

Operationalization of democracy. Freedom House project. Polity project. Advantages and 

disadvantages. Democracy with adjectives. 

 

 

Seminar 2 

Themes for discussion: 

 Democracy is the government of the people, by the people and for the people. Who are the 

People? 

 According of J. Schumpeter, “the democratic method is that institutional arrangement for 

arriving at political decisions in which individuals acquire the power to decide by means of a 

competitive struggle for the people’s vote”. What model of democracy is described by 

Schumpeter? 

 Find proof that present-day European democracies are elitist/pluralist/participatory. 

 How to measure democracy. Discuss the main measurements.  

http://www.ipsa.org/
http://rapn.ru/
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Compulsory readings for topic 2: 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 3. 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 4. 

 

Further readings for topic 2:  

 Dahl, R. (1989). Democracy and Its Critics. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

 Huntington, S.P. (1991). The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century. 

Norman, University of Oklahoma. 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 Freedom House. Freedom in the World. Survey Methodology. New York: Freedom House. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/ 

 Monty G. Marshall. and Keith Jaggers. Polity IV Project. Political Regime Characteristics and 

Transitions, 1800-2001. Center for International Development and Conflict Management, 

University of Maryland. http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/polity/ 

 

 

Topic 3.  Non-democratic  regimes (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 3. 

Political regime. Definitions of political regime. Typologies of political regimes.  

Robert Dahl’s typology of political regimes. Features of three types of non-polyarchies. Non-

democratic regimes identified by Juan Linz. Main features of totalitarian, post-totalitarian, authoritarian 

and sultanistic regimes. Theory of totalitarian regimes. Historic examples: Mussolini’s Italy, Hitler’s 

Germany, Stalin’s USSR, Mao’s China. 

Types of authoritarian regimes. Sultanistic regimes in the present world. Examples from the 20th 

century politics. 

Authoritarian regimes in Larry Diamond’s typology. Closed vs. open and competitive vs 

noncompetitive authoritarian regimes.  

Huntington’s  typology of authoritarian regimes. Military regimes. One-party regimes, Personalist 

regimes. Dictatorships in practice. Survival rate of various types of non-democratic regimes and 

dictator’s “survival kit”. Games the dictators play: game between military factions, between one-party 

factions, between personalist leader and the clique. 

Institutions in non-democratic regimes: elections, parties and legislatures.  

Origins of authoritarian regimes: revolutions, coups-d’etat, wars for independence. Non-democratic 

regimes’ evolution and breakdown,  

Measuring autocracies. Freedom House and Polity projects. 

Modern hybrid regimes. 

 

Seminar 3. 

 Political regime is described as the “rules of the game”. What rules characterize games of the 

military, personalist and one-party regimes? 

 Give example of present-day closed and open, competitive and non-competitive authoritarian 

regimes. 

 What distinguishes electoral democracy from competitive authoritarianism? 

 Why elections, political parties and legislatures make up a dictator’s “survival kit”. Give 

examples. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 3: 
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 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 4. 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 12. P. 276-282. 

 

Further readings for topic 3:  

 Diamond, Larry. (2002) Thinking about hybrid regimes. Journal of Democracy 13 (2): 21-35. 

 Linz J. and Alfred Stepan.(1996). Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,. pp.38-54. 

 O’Donnell, G. Delegative Democracy (1994). Journal of Democracy 5(1): 55-69. 

 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 Freedom House. Freedom in the World. Survey Methodology. New York: Freedom House. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/ 

 Monty G. Marshall. and Keith Jaggers. Polity IV Project. Political Regime Characteristics and 

Transitions, 1800-2001. Center for International Development and Conflict Management, 

University of Maryland. http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/polity/ 

 

 

Topic 4.  Political culture (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

Lecture 4. 

Political culture. Definition of political culture. Classic definitions (Almond & Verba).  

Almond’s research. Research question. Structure of political culture. Affective, cognitive and 

evaluative orientations.  

Types of political culture. Parochial, subject and participatory, Types of political culture and types of 

political legitimacy. Civil culture as the culture that fosters democracy and maintains the stability and 

effectiveness of democratic government. 

Political culture and political regimes. Democratic and authoritarian political cultures. Political culture 

as rules of the game. How are people socialized into these rules? 

Mass culture and elite culture. Subcultures as attitudes of different groups within society. 

Political socialization. Agents of political socialization – family, society, educational institutions, 

political parties, pressure groups, peer groups, mass media. New agents of E-socialization (social 

media). 

Political culture research. How to operationalize political culture. 

Cultural map of S.Schwarz. Major contemporary  civilizations (S.Huntingron).  Measuring support for 

democracy (R.Dalton).  

World Values Survey. Christian Welzel’s and Ronald Inglehart’s methodology. Traditional vs secular-

rational values and survival vs self-expression values. WVS cultural maps of the world. Values and 

democracy. 

 

Seminar 4. 

 Democracy and political culture. What should originate first? 

 If you are analyzing the political culture in a given country, which survey questions will you ask 

in order to reveal affective, cognitive and evaluative orientations of its citizens. 

 Using WVS database analyze political culture of a chosen country.   

 

Compulsory readings for topic 3: 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 6. 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 8. P. 172 – 173 (Civic 

culture). 
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Further readings for topic 3:  

 Almond G., Verba S. (1989) The Civic Culture. Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five 

Nations. London, P. 1-10.  

 Inglehart R.  (2001). Culture and Democracy. In  Culture Matters. How Values Shape Human 

Progress, Eds. L.E.Harrison, S.P.Huntington. N.Y.: Basic Books, P. 80-97. 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 World Values Survey - http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp 

 Eurobarometer - https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm 

 Latinobarómetro - http://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp 

 

 

 

Topic 5. Political participation (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

Lecture 5. 

Political participation. Definitions of political participation. Forms of political participation. 

Conventional vs Unconventional political participation. Patterns of political participants. Gladiatorial 

activities (holding office, memberships in organizations). Spectator activities (temporary, limited 

involvement). Apathetic (non-participation). Voluntary and compulsory participation.  

Typologies of political participation.  

Forms of political participation. Individual vs collective participation. The paradox of collective action 

and free-rider problem. Approaches to overcome the free-rider problem.  

Regime type is an important determinant of the nature of political participation. Participation in 

autocracies and participation in democracies: legal and permitted venues, tolerated and prohibited 

activities. Examples from various regimen types. 

What influences political participation?  

Voting as the main form of political participation. Voting on the Basis of Party (Party identification). 

Voting on the Basis of Candidates (Candidate appeal). Voting on the Basis of Issues (Retrospective 

issue voting, i.e. Rewards/punishes incumbents for performance). Rational vs irrational voters. 

Contextual factors. The calculus of voting. The “funnel of causality” of voting.  

Participation in interest groups and political parties activities.  

 Declining civil engagement in consolidated democracies. “Bowling alone”, apathy, declining party 

membership, non-voting.  

New forms of political participation. Spontaneous participation. E-participation and its impact.   

 

 

Seminar 5. 

 Why do some people participate while others do not?  

 Who participates in politics?  To what extent? Through what channels? 

 What factors influence the voting. Using the funnel of causality describe your recent voting 

experience. 

 How effective are protests? Analyze recent examples (Yellowvests in France, Tea party in the 

US etc.) 

 Name the advantages and disadvantages of e-participation. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 5: 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 8. 

 

Further readings for topic 5:  

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm
http://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
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 Putnam R. Bowling alone. America’s declining social capital. 

http://archive.realtor.org/sites/default/files/BowlingAlone.pdf 

 Sander, Thomas H. and Putnam, Robert D. 2010. Still Bowling Alone? The Post-9/11 Split. 

Journal of Democracy 21(1): 9-16. 

https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/5341588/Putnam_StillBowling.pdf?sequence=1&is

Allowed=y 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 Special Eurobarometer 477. http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm 

 Pew Research international political engagement survey. 

https://www.pewglobal.org/2018/10/17/international-political-engagement/ 

 Pew Research political engagement survey,  https://www.pewglobal.org/2016/10/24/1-europe-

of-four-nations-surveyed-greeks-italians-are-the-most-civically-engaged-hungarians-are-the-

least/ 

 

 

Topic 6. Political ideology (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 6. 

Ideas and ideology. Definitions of ideology. The role and functions of ideologies in contemporary 

world. Ideologies in democracies and autocracies. 

Ideologies are different in their ideas about: human nature, role of individual and the state, equality, 

degree of freedom and authority and  the status quo, 

Origins of right-left divide. 

Ideological Spectrum as a tool for analyzing party platforms. Types of spectrums: linear,  2-

dimensional, 3-dimensional, circular.  

Dimensions: left-right, freedom-authority, state-market, equality-inequality, elitist-populist. 

Main ideas associated with the main ideologies. Leftist vs rightist beliefs. 

1. Liberalism: freedom, reason, justice, toleration. Classical and modern liberalism. 

2. Conservatism: tradition, human imperfections, organic society, hierarchy and authority, 

property. Paternalistic conservatism and Christian democracy. 

3. Neoliberalism and neo-conservatism. 

4. Socialism: community, cooperation, equality, class politics, common ownership. Communism. 

Orthodox communism and neo-Marxism 

5. Social democracy 

6. Nationalism: nation, organic community, culturalism. Types of nationalism (Anti-colonial, 

liberal, conservatism etc.) 

7. Fascism: anti-rationalism, elitism, socialism and ultranationalism 

8. Anarchism: anti-statism, economic freedom 

9. Feminism 

10. Ecologism and green politics 

11. Religious fundamentalism 

 

Seminar 6. 

 

 Give examples of present-day ideologies in democracies. 

 Can all ideologies coexist with each other? 

 Is there a limit to toleration? Should any ideologies be banned in democracies? 

 Choose any country and draw an ideological spectrum based on the platforms of the 

parliamentary parties. 

 Read the given  platform of one party and define the party’s ideology. 

http://archive.realtor.org/sites/default/files/BowlingAlone.pdf
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/5341588/Putnam_StillBowling.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/5341588/Putnam_StillBowling.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm
https://www.pewglobal.org/2018/10/17/international-political-engagement/
https://www.pewglobal.org/2016/10/24/1-europe-of-four-nations-surveyed-greeks-italians-are-the-most-civically-engaged-hungarians-are-the-least/
https://www.pewglobal.org/2016/10/24/1-europe-of-four-nations-surveyed-greeks-italians-are-the-most-civically-engaged-hungarians-are-the-least/
https://www.pewglobal.org/2016/10/24/1-europe-of-four-nations-surveyed-greeks-italians-are-the-most-civically-engaged-hungarians-are-the-least/
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 Take the Pew Research Center Political Typology Quiz. Discuss the results. 

 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 6: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 2. 

 

Further readings for topic 6:  

  Heywood, Andrew. Political Ideologies: An Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Hoover, K. Ideology And Political Life. Wadsworth Publishing company. Belmont. California. 

 

Internet resources: 

 Manifesto Project Database - https://manifesto-project.wzb.eu/ 

 Pew Research Center Political Typology - https://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-

typology/ 

 

 

Topic 7. Political parties and party systems (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 7. 

Political parties. Objective of parties.  Methods of parties.  Their role in political competition Functions 

of political parties: representation, elite recruitment, goal formulation, interest articulation and 

aggregation, mobilization of supporters, socialization, government formation and policy 

implementation. Political parties in democracies and autocracies. 

Origins of parties – external and internal.  Types of parties. Elite and cadre parties. Mass parties. Catch-

all parties. Cartel parties. Anti-cartel parties. Business-firm parties.  

Party organization. Membership. Iron law of Oligarchy (Robert Michels). Finance (regulations of 

spending and of dundraising). 

Party systems. Definition and features. Origins of party systems. Four main cleavages distinguished by 

S.Lipset and S. Rokkan: Centre-periphery cleavage (National revolution), State-church cleavage, 

Rural-urban cleavage (Industrial revolution), Workers-employers cleavage.  Examples of party systmes 

originating from these cleavages. 

New post-industrial cleavages: Materialism-post-materialism cleavage and globalization cleavage. 

Present-day party systems in autocracies and democracies. 

One-party systems. Dominant party systems. Two-party systems. Multi-party systems (moderate vs 

polarized). Bipolar systems vs one-polar systems. 

Operationalization. The effective number of parties index.  

Decline of parties. Decline of party membership. Crisis of public trust and plummeting confidence in 

parties. Rise of populist leaders and disruption of traditional party systems.  

 

Seminar 7. 

 

 Choose a country. See the recent election results. Calculate the effective number of parties. 

Characterize the party system. 

 Name the parties with blackmailing and coalition potential 

  Name the main cleavages distinguishing political parties in a given country. 

 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 7: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 10. 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 10. 

 

https://manifesto-project.wzb.eu/
https://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-typology/
https://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-typology/
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Further readings for topic 7:  

 Katz R., Mair P.  (1995). Changing Models of Party Organization and Party Democracy: The 

Emergence of the Cartel Party,  Party Politics, No 1., P. 5-28. 

 Lipset S.M., Rokkan S.(1967). Party System and Voter Alignments. New York. 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 Political Party Database Project  - https://www.politicalpartydb.org/ 

 Party Facts - https://partyfacts.herokuapp.com/ 

 

 

Topic 8. Elections and electoral systems (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 8. 

Elections and referendums. Functions of elections and referendums. 

Electoral regulations (franchise, terms, voluntary vs compulsory, candidate-oriented vs party-oriented 

systems). 

Main criteria for electoral system design in democracies: providing representation, making elections 

accessible and meaningful, providing incentives for conciliation, facilitating stable and efficient 

government, holding the representatives accountable, promoting legislative oversight. 

Types of electoral systems families: plurality/majority, proportional and mixed. 

Plurality systems: winner-take all (FPTP). Examples. Advantages and disadvantages. Consequences for 

party systems. Different outcomes in presidential and parliamentary democracies. 

Majority systems: alternative vote and two-round systems. Examples. Advantages and disadvantages. 

Consequences for party systems. 

Proportional Representation (PR) Systems: party list systems and SNTV. Examples. Advantages and 

disadvantages. Consequences for party systems. 

Mixed systems: MMP and parallel systems, Examples. Advantages and disadvantages. Consequences 

for party systems. 

Distribution of electoral systems. Factors influencing the choice of electoral system.  

 

 

 Why is the electoral system type important? 

 Which electoral system works best for democracies? 

 Choose a country. Name the electoral system. Indicate advantages and disadvantages of the 

given electoral system.  

 Choose a country. See the recent election results. Calculate the index of proportionality 

  Name the consequences of various electoral systems for party systems.  

 See latest referendum in a given country. What was the issue? Name the function of the 

referendum. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 8: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 9. 

 Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 11. 

 

 

Further readings for topic 8:  

 The Oxford Handbook of Electoral Systems (2018). Erik S. Herron, Robert J. Pekkanen and 

Matthew S. Shugart (eds). Oxford University Press. 2018. 

https://www.politicalpartydb.org/
https://partyfacts.herokuapp.com/
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 Taagepera R, Shugart M.S. (1989). Seats and Votes: The Effects and Determinants of Electoral 

Systems. New Haven, CT: Yale Univ. Press. 

 

Internet resources: 

• International IDEA Voting Turnout Around the World: www.idea.int 

• Lijphart Elections Archive http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/data-gov-info-

gis/ssds/guides/lij/ 

• Administration and Cost of Elections Project: www.aceproject.org 

 

 

Topic 9.  Groups, interest groups and movements  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 9. 

Interest group. Definitions and functionalist critiques. Main theories: unitarist, pluralist and corporatist 

traditions,  Role and functions. Interest groups in democracies and autocracies. 

Typology of different action repertoires of interest groups. 

Classifications of interest groups. Communal, institutional and associational groups. 

Views based on empirical research: “Rational choice” perspectives  (Olson), Sociological perspectives. 

Models of group politics. Pluralist vs corporatist. 

Factors influencing interest groups politics: regime type, party system type, cleavage structure, political 

culture. How do groups influence politics? Lobbying, litigation, awareness-raising campaigns etc. 

Social movements as regular  participants in political processes. Movements vs. organizations. 

Theoretical approaches to social movements: Classical model; Resource mobilization model; Political 

process model. The political context of social movements: opportunity structure; configurations of 

actors, contextual factors. New social movements. New rights and new left movements. 

 

Seminar 9. 

 

 Choose an interest group. Visit the Web page of that organization, investigate the interests it 

articulates and the actions it takes. the type of an interest group. 

 Do interest groups and movements hinder or promote democracies. 

 What determines the success of an interest group. Give example. 

 Analyze the nature of any social movement (i.e. Occupy) . 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 9: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 11. 

 

Further readings for topic 9:  

 Tarrow, S. (2011) Power in movement: social movements and contentious politics.  

 Wright, J.R. (2003). Interest Groups and Congress: Lobbying, Contributions, and Influence. 

New York: Longman. 

 

Internet resources: 

 CIVICUS database - https://www.civicus.org/ 

 EU transparency register -  https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-

standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en 

 

 

Topic 10.  Political system  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 10. 

http://www.idea.int/
http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/data-gov-info-gis/ssds/guides/lij/
http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/data-gov-info-gis/ssds/guides/lij/
http://www.aceproject.org/
https://www.civicus.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en
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Political system.  Definitions. Political system elements Central elements of a political system are the 

institutions of government -  legislatures, bureaucracies, and courts.  

Structures - Political parties,  Interest groups, Legislatures, Executives, Bureaucracies and Courts 

Structures and their functions. 

Process functions. Interest articulation (interest groups), interest aggregation (political parties), 

Policymaking (legislatures). Policy implementation (executives), Policy adjudication (courts). 

System functions.  Political socialization (families, schools, communications media, churches etc.). 

Political recruitment. Political communication. 

Policy level of the political system. Outputs of a political system—extractions, distributions, 

regulations, and symbolic acts—policy performance. 

Structures and functions in democracies and autocracies. Comparison. 

 

Seminar 10. 

 

 Discuss how different structures and institutions (i.e., parties, legislatures, executives, 

bureaucracies, and courts) perform process functions and system functions 

 Compare these structures and functions for democracies and autocracies. 

 Discuss the political systems of various countries. Present your own diagrams of various 

countries. 

 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 10: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 12. 

 

Further readings for topic 10:  

  Almond G., Powell G.B, Dalton R., Strom K. (2008) Comparative Politics Today: A World 

View. Pearson, Longman. 

 

Internet resources: 

 World Bank Database Of Political Institutions 

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions 

 

 

Topic11.  Executives and leadership  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 11. 

Definition of government. Types of governments.  

Government in democracies and autocracies. 

Governments in presidential, parliamentary and semi-presidential systems. Government selection and 

election. 

Presidential government. Separate survival of executive and legislative branches.  

Parliamentary government. Fusion of executive and legislative branches. 

Semi-presidential government. Double executive. Cohabitation in semi-presidential systems and its 

consequences for decision-making. 

Legislative and non-legislative powers of presidents in presidential, parliamentary and semi-

presidential systems.  

Single party vs. coalition governments. Majority and minority governments in presidential, 

parliamentary and semi-presidential systems. Deadlock situations. 

Heads of states in presidential, parliamentary and semi-presidential systems.  

Role of political parties in government formation. Electoral laws and their political consequences for 

government formation. 

 

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions
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Seminar 11. 

 Discuss the perils and virtues of presidentialism 

 Choose any country. Determine the nature of the government. Analyze the legislative and non-

legislative powers of the president. 

 Contrast one-party and coalition governments in parliamentary, presidential (few examples) and 

semi-presidential systems. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 11: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 13. P. 273-275. 

  Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 16. 

 

Further readings for topic11:  

• Linz, Juan José (1990). The Virtues of Parliamentarism. Journal of Democracy, vol. 1, issue 1, 

p. 84-91. 

• Linz, Juan José (1990). The Perils of Presidentialism. Journal of Democracy, vol. 1, issue 1, p. 

51-69. 

• Stepan A., C. Skach. Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation (1993). 

Parliamentarism Versus Presidentialism. World Politics. Vol. 46, p. 1-22. 

 

 

Internet resources: 

 Monty G. Marshall. and Keith Jaggers. Polity IV Project. Political Regime Characteristics and 

Transitions, 1800-2001. Center for International Development and Conflict Management, 

University of Maryland -  http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/polity/ 

 World Bank Database Of Political Institutions 

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions 

 

 

 

Topic 12.  Legislatures  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 12. 

Legislature. Term and definition. 

Functions of legislatures. Linkage of citizens to government. Representation. Public debate forums. 

Decision-making. Legislation.  

Control of the executive branch. Oversight instruments – question time, hearings, committees. 

Policy-making process – consultation, delay, veto, amendment, initiation.  

Internal structure of legislatures: number of chambers, elections vs nomination, representation. 

Bicameralism - symmetric vs asymmetric chambers. 

Number, quality, and consistency of members. Committees. 

Legislatures in democracies and autocracies. Legislative in parliamentary, presidential and semi-

presidential systems. 

Legislature as a mirror of society. Who is who in parliaments? 

Term limits of legislatures. 

Legislatures in democracies and autocracies. 

 

Seminar 12. 

 Choose any country. Determine the nature of the legislature.  . 

 Contrast symmetric and assymetric one-party and coalition governments in parliamentary, 

presidential (few examples) and semi-presidential systems. 

 Term limits of the legislatures. Parliamentary reelection, 

http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/polity/
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions
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 Choose any country. See whether the parliament members represent all societal groups. Discuss 

the strength and weaknesses of  legislatures populated by professional politicians. 

 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 12: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 14. 

  Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 15. 

 

Further readings for topic 12:  

 Parliament and democracy in the twenty-first century^ a guide to good practice. 

http://archive.ipu.org/dem-e/guide/guide-7.htm 

 Fish, M.S., Kroenig, M. (2009). The handbook of national legislatures: a global survey. 

Cambridge, New York, Cambridge University Press. 

 

Internet resources: 

 World Bank Database Of Political Institutions 

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions 

 PARLINE database   on national parliaments - http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp 

 Inter-Parliamentary Union: http://www.ipu.org/english/home.htm 

 

 

Topic 13.  Public policy and bureaucracy.  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 13. 

The policy process. Theories of decision-making. Stages in policy process. Policy initiation. Policy 

formulation. Policy implementation. Policy evaluation. Role of the bureaucracy. Functions of 

bureaucracy. 

Organization of bureaucracy. Key characteristics of bureaucratic organization (Max Weber): Personnel, 

Organization, Procedure. Public policy. Definitions. Approaches to the study of public policy.  

Public policy cycle. Role of actors in the public policy process. Policy Development. Examining long-

term policy trends. 

Issues in public policy. Economic policy, healthcare, welfare, social security, environmental and 

energy policy. 

 

Seminar 13. 

 

 Analyze the policy process stages on and public policy issue example. 

 Discuss the role of the bureaucracy and ways of controlling bureaucratic power. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 13: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 16. 

  Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 17. 

 

Further readings for topic 13:  

 Dunn W.N.  (2012) Public Policy Analysis (5th ed). Boston, Pearson.  

 Kraft, M. E., S. R. Furlong (2015). Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives (5th ed). 

Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press. 

 

 

http://archive.ipu.org/dem-e/guide/guide-7.htm
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions
http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.ipu.org/english/home.htm
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Internet resources: 

 International Public Policy Association - http://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/ 

 JEPP Online. The official blog of the journal of  European public policy - http://www.jepp-

online.com/ 

 

 

Topic 14.  Federal and unitary systems (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 14. 

Territorial arrangements. Theories of multi-level governance.  

Typology of democracies (A.;Lijphart). The unitary-federal dimension. Degree of 

centralization/decentralization.  

Majoritarian and consensus models of democracy (A.Lijphart). 

Consociation as a model for deeply divided societies. Preconditions and features of the consociational 

model. 

Federal states. Features of federalism. Degrees of federalism. 

Unitary states.  Local governments. Regionalization and decentralization. Political vs. administrative 

regions. Regionalism vs. Regionalization. Types of regionalism. 

Political vs. administrative decentralization. 

General trends of territorial reconfiguration. 

Devolution in unitary states.  

 

 

Seminar 14. 

 Discuss advantages and disadvantages of the decision-making at the lowest levels of 

governance. 

 What are the merits of federalism and devolution? 

 Discuss the limitations of applying consociational models in divided societies. 

 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 14: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 17. 

  Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 14. 

 

Further readings for topic 14:  

• Elazar, Daniel J. (1995). From Statism to Federalism: A Paradigm Shift. Publius, Vol. 25, No. 

2, P. 5-18. 

• Lane, Jan-Erik and Svante Ersson (2005). The Riddle of Federalism: Does Federalism Impact 

on Democracy? Democratization, Vol.12, No.2, p.163–182. 

• Lijphart A. (1999). Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 

Countries. - New Haven and L. 

 

Internet resources: 

• Centre for Studies on Federalism: http://www.csfederalismo.it 

• Forum on Federations: http://www.forumfed.org/ 

 

 

Topic 15.  Political development/ Modernization and democratization  (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 15. 

Concepts of political development and modernization.  

http://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/
http://www.jepp-online.com/
http://www.jepp-online.com/
http://www.csfederalismo.it/
http://www.forumfed.org/
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Evolutionary paradigm and modernization theory. Marxism and development. Stages of economic 

growth (W.Rostow). Dependency theory as a conflict approach to development. 

Characteristics of political development. Factors of political development. Major preconditions for  

political development (G.A. Almond and G.B. Powell).  

Crises in political development (L.Pye).  Political development and political decay.  

What is Modernity? Modernization and westernization.  

Political development as democratization. Waves of democratization in the modern world. Theories of 

democratic transition and consolidation. Agency, structure and culture in regime transformations. 

Political development and political regime changes. Type of political regime changes. Revolutions, 

coups-d’etat, reforms, wars, and their factors and consequences. 

Democratic backlash and deconsolidation of old democracies. 

 

 

Seminar 15. 

• What are the characteristics of political development? How to operationalize political 

development. 

• Name the main differences between traditional and modern societies (leadership, culture, 

participation, system, policy-making etc.) 

• Distinguish the three phases of democratization in a given country. Name the factors promoting 

democracy or preventing democracy. 

 

Compulsory readings for topic 15: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 7. 

  Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 3.  

 

Further readings for topic 15:  

• Eisenstadt, S.N. (1965).Transformation of social, political and cultural orders in modernization, 

American sociological review, Vol.30, No.5. 

• Huntington, S.P. (1966). Political modernization: America vs. Europe, World politics, Vol.18, 

No.3. 

• Rustow, D. (1970). Transitions to Democracy. Comparative Politics,  No.3, p.337-365. 

 

Internet resources: 

 United Nations Development Programme: http://www.undp.org 

  World  Development Indicators | Data - The World Bank: http://data.worldbank.org/data-

catalog/world-development-indicators 

 Eldis (an online information service providing free access to relevant, up-to-date and diverse 

research on international development issues): http://www.eldis.org/ 

 

 

Topic 16. Globalization  and perspectives of global governance (1 lecture, 1 seminar) 

 

Lecture 16. 

 

Globalization. Definition. Waves of globalization. Features of globalization. Migration. Fate of 

National Cultures. The Territorial State and Global Politics. The Globalization of Organized Violence 

The Global Economy. Globalization and the Environment. 

How to Measure Globalisation? Political-Legal Indicators. Military Indicators. Economic Indicators. 

Migration Indicators. Culture Indicators. Environment Indicators. 

Globalisation indexes. 

Globalization and democracy. Transnational Democracy: Theories and Prospects. Global sovil society.  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/world-development-indicators
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/world-development-indicators
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Globalization and the nation-state. Three positions in the debate. Retreat of the state position; state-

centric position, pragmatic position. The consequences for the sovereign statehood: Economic basis of 

the state, Political-administrative institutions of government, Nationhood and identity, Sovereignty. 

Globalization and localization. “Jihad” and McWorld. Westernization and its discontents.  

 

Seminar 16. 

 Choose the country. Evaluate the level of globalization 

 Does globalization promote and deepen democracy? 

 Discuss the influence of globalization on the nation-states  

 

Compulsory readings for topic 16: 

 Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 6, 19. 

 

Further readings for topic 16:  

 Held, David and McGrew, Anthony, eds. (2000) The global transformations reader : an 

introduction to the globalization debate. Polity Press, Malden, Mass. 

 Held, David and McGrew, Anthony The Global Transformations Website. - 

http://www.polity.co.uk/global/ 

 

Internet resources: 

 KOF Globalisation Index - https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-

globalisation-index.html 

 CSGR Globalisation Index - 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/researchcentres/csgr/index/ 

 DHL Global Connectedness Index - https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-

releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html 

 

 

2.2. Essay topics (tentative) 

 

Topic 1. Politics, power and political science. 

 Politics is the art of the possible. Give your arguments. 

 Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun. Given your viewpoint. 

 Man is a social animal. Prove this statement. 

 

Topic 2.  Democracy 

 According to Jean-Jacques Rousseau, a true democracy has never existed, and never will exist. 

Express your opinion 

 John Adams once said: Democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders 

itself. There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide. Express your opinion. 

 Why democracy is considered the best form of government. 

 Is the third wave of democratization over? 

 Will more countries become democratic? 

 

Topic 3. Non-democratic regimes 

 What institutions make up a dictator’s survival kit? 

 Military regimes bear the seeds of regime disintegration. Prove this statement. 

 

Topic 4.  Political culture 

 Participatory political culture is nonexistent. Express your opinion. 

 How self-expression values encourage democracy deepening? 

https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html
https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/researchcentres/csgr/index/
https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html
https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html
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Topic 5. Political participation 

 Is protest politics the most efficient way of influencing decision-making? 

 Bowling alone tendency brings about democratic decline. Prove this point. 

 E-participation is less effective than non-electronic forms of participation. Prove this point 

 

Topic 6. Political ideologies. 

 What are the main cleavages between ideologies at present? 

 Is feminism a political nideology? 

 According to Oscar Niemeyer “It is not with architecture that one can disseminate any political 

ideology”. Prove that he is wriong. 

 

Topic 7. Political parties and party systems. 

 Without parties democracy is like a crowd without a goal. Prove this statement. 

 Thomas Jefferson said: “Both of our political parties, at least the honest portion of them, agree 

conscientiously in the same object: the public good; but they differ essentially in what they 

deem the means of promoting that good”.  Was he right? 

 

Topic 8. Elections and electoral systems 

 Why did Abraham Lincoln believe that “the ballot is stronger than the bullet”? 

 Party system type is the reason for electoral laws change. Give arguments to prove this reversed 

Duverger’s law. 

 

Topic 9. Groups, interest groups and movements. 

 According to Mancur Olson, “A small group is powerful in matters relating to a particular 

industry, because then it is normally the only organized force, but it is less formidable when 

questions which divide the entire nation are involved”. Is he right? 

 Is lobbying the activity of attempting to influence legislation by privately influencing the 

legislators? When lobbying turns into corruption? 

 

Topic 10.  Political system. 

 Do institutions really matter for democracy? 

 

Topic 11. Executives and leadership 

 Presidentialism is bad for democracy. Prove this causal logic. 

 Parliamentarism is good for democracy. Prove this causal logic. 

 

 

Topic 12. Legislatures 

 Should the parliament composition mirror the society? 

 Is parliament a congregation of ambassadors from different and hostile interests? Prove your 

point. 

 

Topic 13. Public policy and bureaucracy. 

 Bureaucracy, the rule of no one, has become the modern form of despotism. Do you agree? 

 Bureaucracy is not an obstacle to democracy but an inevitable complement to it. Prove this 

point. 

 

Topic 14. Federal and unitary systems. 

 What’s the best territorial design for divided societies? Prove your point. 
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 Federalism isn’t about states’ rights. It’s about dividing power to better protect individual 

liberty. Prove this statement. 

 

Topic 15. Political development. Modernization and  Democratization.  

 What are the controversies of modernization 

 What’s the final phase of political development? 

 

Topic 16.  Globalization 

 In what way globalization influences democracy? 

  According to Noam Chomsky “It’s ridiculous to talk about freedom in a society dominated by 

huge corporations”. What’s the future for freedom under globalization. 

 

 

 

2.3 Exam Questions 

 

Topic 1. Politics, power and political science.  

 Political science as a discipline. Major subfields of political science. 

 Politics and power. 

 Politics and legitimacy 

 

Topic 2.  Democracy 

 Models of democracy 

 Waves of democratization in the modern world 

 Democracy definitions and characteristics. 

 

Topic 3. Non-democratic regimes 

 Political regime. Definitions and operationalization 

 Types of non-democratic regimes 

 Hybrid regimes  

 

Topic 4.  Political culture 

 Political culture. Definition. Political socialization. 

 Types of political culture/ 

 World values survey research. How values sustain democracy? 

 

Topic 5. Political participation 

 Political participation. Definitions. 

 Types of political participation. 

 Factors influencing the type and strength of political participation 

 Trend in e-participation 

 

Topic 6. Political ideologies. 

 Political ideas and ideologies. Definition, Functions. 

 Right ideologies. 

 Left ideologies. 

 New ideologies of the mordent time, 

 

Topic 7. Political parties and party systems. 

 Political party. Definition and functions. 

 Types of political parties. Development of political parties. 
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 Types of party systems. 

 

Topic 8. Elections and electoral systems 

 Elections in democracies and autocracies, 

 Electoral system types. 

 Proportional systems 

 Plurality systems 

Mixed systems 

 

 

Topic 9. Groups, interest groups and movements. 

 interest groups types and functions 

 movements  types and functions 

 

Topic 10.  Political system. 

 Political system.  Definitions. Political system elements. 

 Process functions: interest articulation, interest aggregation, policymaking, policy 

implementation, policy adjudication. 

 System functions: political socialization, political recruitment, political communication 

 

Topic 11. Executives and leadership 

 Presidential system 

 Parliamentary system 

 Semipresidential system as dual executive systems. 

 

Topic 12. Legislatures 

 Types of legislatures 

 Parliaments as the main elements of democracies. 

 Role of parliaments for sustaining dictatorships. 

 

Topic 13. Public policy and bureaucracy. 

 Policy process. 

 Public policy. Definition and spheres. 

 

Topic 14. Federal and unitary systems. 

 Federal and unitary sustems 

 Majoritarian and consensus democracies 

 Consociational mechanisms for divided societies. 

 

 

Topic 15. Political development. Modernization and  Democratization.  

 Political development and political modernization. 

 Democratization as political modernization 

 

Topic 16.  Globalization 

 Globalization. Definition and operationalization. 

 Waves of globalization 

 

2.4 Exam timing 

 Fall semester tests – last week of December; exams January 10-25. 

 Spring semester tests – last week of May; tests last week of May. 
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2.5 Consolidated reading list (in alphabetic order) 

 

Textbooks 

1. Hague, Rod  and Martin Harrop. Comparative Government and Politics. An Introduction. 9th 

edition. Palgrave Macmillan. 2013. 

2. Heywood, Andrew. Politics. 4th edition. Palgrave Macmillan. 2013 

 

 

Further Readings 

1. Almond G., Powell G.B, Dalton R., Strom K. (2008) Comparative Politics Today: A World 

View. Pearson, Longman. 

2. Almond G., Verba S. (1989) The Civic Culture. Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five 

Nations. London, P. 1-10.  

3. Almond G.A. Political theory and political science // The American political science review. – 

Los Angeles, 1966. -  Vol.60, No. 4. 

4. Dahl, R. (1989). Democracy and Its Critics. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

5. Diamond, Larry. (2002) Thinking about hybrid regimes. Journal of Democracy 13 (2): 21-35. 

6. Dunn W.N.  (2012) Public Policy Analysis (5th ed). Boston, Pearson.  

7. Eisenstadt, S.N. (1965).Transformation of social, political and cultural orders in modernization, 

American sociological review, Vol.30, No.5. 

8. Elazar, Daniel J. (1995). From Statism to Federalism: A Paradigm Shift. Publius, Vol. 25, No. 

2, P. 5-18. 

9. Fish, M.S., Kroenig, M. (2009). The handbook of national legislatures: a global survey. 

Cambridge, New York, Cambridge University Press. 

10. Goodin R. E. The State of the Discipline, the Discipline of the State. /The Oxford Handbook of 

Political Science / ed. by R.E. Goodin. - Oxford : Oxford Univ. Press, 2011. – Part 1. 

Introduction. 

11. Held, David and McGrew, Anthony The Global Transformations Website. - 

http://www.polity.co.uk/global/ 

12. Held, David and McGrew, Anthony, eds. (2000) The global transformations reader : an 

introduction to the globalization debate. Polity Press, Malden, Mass. 

13. Heywood, Andrew. Political Ideologies: An Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan. 

14. Hoover, K. Ideology And Political Life. Wadsworth Publishing company. Belmont. California. 

15. Huntington, S.P. (1966). Political modernization: America vs. Europe, World politics, Vol.18, 

No.3. 

16. Huntington, S.P. (1991). The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century. 

Norman, University of Oklahoma. 

17. Inglehart R.  (2001). Culture and Democracy. In  Culture Matters. How Values Shape Human 

Progress, Eds. L.E.Harrison, S.P.Huntington. N.Y.: Basic Books, P. 80-97. 

18. Katz R., Mair P.  (1995). Changing Models of Party Organization and Party Democracy: The 

Emergence of the Cartel Party,  Party Politics, No 1., P. 5-28. 

19. Kraft, M. E., S. R. Furlong (2015). Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives (5th ed). 

Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press. 

20. Lane, Jan-Erik and Svante Ersson (2005). The Riddle of Federalism: Does Federalism Impact 

on Democracy? Democratization, Vol.12, No.2, p.163–182. 

21. Lijphart A. (1999). Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 

Countries. - New Haven and L. 

22. Linz J. and Alfred Stepan.(1996). Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,. pp.38-54. 
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23. Linz, Juan José (1990). The Perils of Presidentialism. Journal of Democracy, vol. 1, issue 1, p. 

51-69. 

24. Linz, Juan José (1990). The Virtues of Parliamentarism. Journal of Democracy, vol. 1, issue 1, 

p. 84-91. 

25. Lipset S.M., Rokkan S.(1967). Party System and Voter Alignments. New York. 

26. O’Donnell, G. Delegative Democracy (1994). Journal of Democracy 5(1): 55-69. 

27. Parliament and democracy in the twenty-first century^ a guide to good practice. 

http://archive.ipu.org/dem-e/guide/guide-7.htm 

28. Putnam R. Bowling alone. America’s declining social capital. 

http://archive.realtor.org/sites/default/files/BowlingAlone.pdf 

29. Rustow, D. (1970). Transitions to Democracy. Comparative Politics,  No.3, p.337-365. 

30. Sander, Thomas H. and Putnam, Robert D. 2010. Still Bowling Alone? The Post-9/11 Split. 

Journal of Democracy 21(1): 9-16. 

https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/5341588/Putnam_StillBowling.pdf?sequence=1&is

Allowed=y 

31. Stepan A., C. Skach. Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation (1993). 

Parliamentarism Versus Presidentialism. World Politics. Vol. 46, p. 1-22 

32. Taagepera R, Shugart M.S. (1989). Seats and Votes: The Effects and Determinants of Electoral 

Systems. New Haven, CT: Yale Univ. Press. 

33. Tarrow, S. (2011) Power in movement: social movements and contentious politics.  

34. The Oxford Handbook of Electoral Systems (2018). Erik S. Herron, Robert J. Pekkanen and 

Matthew S. Shugart (eds). Oxford University Press. 2018. 

35. Wright, J.R. (2003). Interest Groups and Congress: Lobbying, Contributions, and Influence. 

New York: Longman. 

 

 

Internet resources: 

1. Administration and Cost of Elections Project: www.aceproject.org 

2. Centre for Studies on Federalism: http://www.csfederalismo.it 

3. CIVICUS database - https://www.civicus.org/ 

4. CSGR Globalisation Index - 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/researchcentres/csgr/index/ 

5. DHL Global Connectedness Index - https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-

releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html 

6. Eldis (an online information service providing free access to relevant, up-to-date and diverse 

research on international development issues): http://www.eldis.org/ 

7. EU transparency register -  https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-

standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en 

8. Eurobarometer - https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm 

9. Forum on Federations: http://www.forumfed.org/ 

10. Freedom House. Freedom in the World. Survey Methodology. New York: Freedom House. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/ 

11. International IDEA Voting Turnout Around the World: www.idea.int 

12. International Political Science Association: http://www.ipsa.org/ 

13. International Public Policy Association - http://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/ 

14. Inter-Parliamentary Union: http://www.ipu.org/english/home.htm 

15. JEPP Online. The official blog of the journal of  European public policy - http://www.jepp-

online.com/ 

16. KOF Globalisation Index - https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-

globalisation-index.html 

17. Latinobarómetro - http://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp 

http://archive.ipu.org/dem-e/guide/guide-7.htm
http://www.aceproject.org/
http://www.csfederalismo.it/
https://www.civicus.org/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/researchcentres/csgr/index/
https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html
https://www.dpdhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2019/dhl-global-connectedness-index-2018.html
http://www.eldis.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency/transparency-register_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm
http://www.forumfed.org/
http://www.freedomhouse.org/
http://www.ipsa.org/
http://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/
http://www.ipu.org/english/home.htm
http://www.jepp-online.com/
http://www.jepp-online.com/
https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html
https://www.kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/indicators/kof-globalisation-index.html
http://www.latinobarometro.org/lat.jsp
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18. Lijphart Elections Archive http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/data-gov-info-

gis/ssds/guides/lij/ 

19. Manifesto Project Database - https://manifesto-project.wzb.eu/ 

20. Monty G. Marshall. and Keith Jaggers. Polity IV Project. Political Regime Characteristics and 

Transitions, 1800-2001. Center for International Development and Conflict Management, 

University of Maryland. http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/polity/ 

21. PARLINE database   on national parliaments - http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp 

22. Party Facts - https://partyfacts.herokuapp.com/ 

23. Pew Research Center Political Typology - https://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-

typology/ 

24. Pew Research international political engagement survey. 

https://www.pewglobal.org/2018/10/17/international-political-engagement/ 

25. Pew Research political engagement survey,  https://www.pewglobal.org/2016/10/24/1-europe-

of-four-nations-surveyed-greeks-italians-are-the-most-civically-engaged-hungarians-are-the-

least/ 

26. Political Party Database Project  - https://www.politicalpartydb.org/ 

27. Russian Political Science Association:  http://rapn.ru/ 

28. Special Eurobarometer 477. http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm 

29. United Nations Development Programme: http://www.undp.org 

30. World  Development Indicators | Data - The World Bank: http://data.worldbank.org/data-

catalog/world-development-indicators 

31. World Bank Database Of Political Institutions 

https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/dataset/wps2283-database-political-institutions 

32. World Values Survey - http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp 
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PART 3. FINAL REMARKS 

 

 Plagiarism is considered as a severe violation and as an indication of incompetence in the 

course. Plagiarism is understood as making of one’s text using compilation method for other 

people’s publications, even connected with own phrases and sentences. Collective performance 

of individual tasks is also unacceptable. Proved plagiarism  an F-mark is given regardless of the 

fulfillment of all other requirements. 

 Assignments are to be handed in on the due date. Late submissions will translate into the 

lowering of the grade by 1/3 of a grade for each day of delay. 

 Students are asked to keep a copy of all work submitted for evaluation. 
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