




 

Part 1. Course description 

1.1. General information 

Full course title: Migration and Refugees: Humanitarian Aspects and Security 

Type of course: Elective 

Level of education: Master Degree program 

Year of study: 1st 

Number of ECTS credits allocated: 3 

1.2. Course aims and expected outcomes 

The purpose of the discipline «Migration and Refugees: Humanitarian 

Aspects and Security» is to provide students with practical knowledge about the 

specifics and characteristics of the factors that lead to migration and displacement, 

the political, social and economic consequences of transboundary movements, as 

well as how States and other actors in the international system are trying to 

politically respond to mobility and migration. 

According to the purpose, the main objectives of the discipline are:  

- to study the basic concepts and theories, as well as key discussions in 

migration research; 

- to explore the different types of mobility, their causes and consequences; 

- to learn how to evaluate the political reactions of states, the international 

system and other participants, since the latter are related to mobility and migration 

in various aspects; 

- consider the state of sovereignty, governance structure outside the state and 

how to balance security interests with humanitarian aspects and obligations. 
 

 

 



Learning outcomes: 

At the end of the course, a student is expected to: 

Code and name of the 

graduate universal 

competence 

Code and name of the universal competence 

achievement indicator 

UC-1. Able to carry out critical 
analysis of problem situations 
on the basis of a systematic 
approach, develop a strategy 
for action 

UCI-1.1. Analyzes, verifies, evaluates the 
completeness and sufficiency of information in 
the course of professional activity, if necessary, 
replenishes and synthesizes the missing 
information. 

UCI-1.2. Competently, logically, reasonably 
forms his own judgments and assessment of 
information; distinguishes facts from opinions, 
interpretations, estimates.  

UCI-1.3. Develops a strategy for action based on 
critical analysis and a systematic approach. 

UCI-1.4. Takes an informed decision, defines and 
evaluates the practical consequences of possible 
solutions to the problem. 

UCI-1.5. Able to systematize the results of 
collective intellectual activity. 

UC-5 Able to analyze and take 
into account the diversity of 
cultures in the process of 
intercultural interaction 

UCI-5.1. Demonstrates ability to adapt to working 
conditions as part of multi-ethnic and multi-faith 
groups. 

UCI-5.2. Constructively interacts with people, 
taking into account their sociocultural 
characteristics, in order to successfully complete 
the tasks and strengthen social integration. 

UCI-5.3. Organizes and manages multilateral 
communication. 

PC-2. Able to analyze the 
decision-making process in 
terms of political risk 
assessment  

PCI 2.1 Knows the methods of analyzing the 
decision-making process.  

PCI 2.2 Able to apply various methods to analyze 



political risks. 

PCI 2.3 Possesses analytical skills for political 
forecasting. 

UC-1. Able to carry out critical 
analysis of problem situations 
on the basis of a systematic 
approach, develop a strategy 
for action 

UCI-1.1. Analyzes, verifies, evaluates the 
completeness and sufficiency of information in 
the course of professional activity, if necessary, 
replenishes and synthesizes the missing 
information. 

UCI-1.2. Competently, logically, reasonably 
forms his own judgments and assessment of 
information; distinguishes facts from opinions, 
interpretations, estimates.  

UCI-1.3. Develops a strategy for action based on 
critical analysis and a systematic approach. 

UCI-1.4. Takes an informed decision, defines and 
evaluates the practical consequences of possible 
solutions to the problem. 

UCI-1.5. Able to systematize the results of 
collective intellectual activity. 

 

1.3. Course requirements and grading plan 

Students are supposed to attend all seminars and lectures and be fully 

prepared for class discussions. Moreover, students are expected to read suggested 

materials that may assure their ability to make necessary and useful contribution to 

in-class discussions. Along with traditional forms of training – lectures and 

seminars, the following educational technologies are used: 

- Self-guided out-of-class work (with the subsequent check by the teacher) on search 

of factual information (statistical and textual) in the Internet 

- Discussion; 

- Situation analysis. 

- discussion of the essays prepared by students; 

- interactive lecture. 



The list of disciplines that must be mastered to begin mastering this discipline 

includes “Philosophy”, “Theories of international relations: a critical approach”, 

“Comparative analysis of modern political institutions and processes”, “History of 

Russian politics”, “Legal support of state and municipal government”, “International 

organizations: new hegemons or ineffective partners”, “Main problems of 

international politics”.  

Grading plan: 

30% - participation in class discussion;  

20% - in-class test (the exact date of the test is decided by lecturer, students 

are informed about the date in advance); 

20% - in-class individual presentation (presentation should include an 

independent research conducted by a student; presentation take no more than 15 

minutes);  

30% -  student’s essay.   

The lecturer reserves the right to reward exceptional effort in class with extra 

credit. 

 

2. Course content 

2.1. Forms of work  

Forms of work Academic hours Credits 
Total 126 3 
Total for lectures, seminars 48  
Lectures 16  
Seminars 32  
Homework 
(self-preparation, presentation-
related research) 

36  

Exam 42  
 

 

 

 

 



2.2. Discipline contents 

Units and topics Academic hours 

Lectures Seminars Homework Per 
unit/topic 

1. Who is a migrant, who is a 
refugee? The categorization 
and the politics of labelling 
people on the move 

2 4 - 6 

2. Global and regional trends: 
migration and refugee 
movements. Theories to 
explain global mobility 

2 4 - 6 

3. States and the challenge of 
migration and refugee 
movements 

2 4 10 16 

4. States losing control? 
Migration and refugees as the 
last bastion of state 
sovereignty 

2 4 10 16 

5. Case studies Canada and 
Germany 2 4 10 16 

6. Regional governance of 
migration and refugees: The 
European Union, a (failed) 
migration policy hegemon? 

2 4 10 16 

7. Case studies Ukraine and 
Philippines: Inter-state and 
non-state organizations in 
implementing regional and 
national policy objectives 

2 4 10 16 

8. A better global management 
of migration and refugees in 
the making? 

2 4 10 16 

Exam  
42   42 

Total 16 32 60 126 

 

 

 



2.3. Course in briefs  

Theme 1. The concept of "migrant" and "refugee. "Who is a migrant, who is a 

refugee? The categorization and the politics of labelling people on the move. 

What are the reasons why people migrate, are displaced? Typologies, 

concepts and key definitions. 

 

Theme 2. Global and regional trends: migration and refugee movements. 

Theories to explain global mobility. 

Global and regional overviews: migratory flows, migration stock data, main 

trends. Theories on migration. Complexity of migratory processes and the 

limitations of existing theories. 

 

Theme 3. States and the challenge of migration and refugee movements. 

Nation-state concept and traditional reactions to migration and refugee 

movements. Modernization of the state system. Economic globalization and 

human/migrant/refugee rights development. Interests of state security and receiving 

societies. 

 

Theme 4. States losing control? Migration and refugees as the last 

bastion of state sovereignty. 

States in controlling migration. Why do their policies so often fail? Have 

states lost control or have their policies adapted and transformed? Discussion of 

past, current and future policy measures. 

Tasks for independent work: Preparation of a report / essay on certain aspects 
of the topic. 

 

Theme 5. Case studies Canada and Germany. 

Canada, multiculturalism, targeted migration and tradition of refugee 

resettlement. Germany, between restrictionism, economic openness and 

humanitarian obligations   

 



Theme 6. Regional governance of migration and refugees: The European 

Union, a (failed) migration policy hegemon? 

European integration in the field of migration, refugees and border security. 

Migration and security-related expansionism of the EU. EU-Russia interactions 

concerning migration, refugees, mobility and security. 

 

Theme 7. Case studies Ukraine and Philippines: Inter-state and non-state 

organizations in implementing regional and national policy objectives. 

The role of intergovernmental organizations, private companies and NGO. 

EU-policy objectives and their implementation: Ukraine. Canada’s migration policy 

objectives and their implementation: the Philippines. 

 

Theme 8. A better global management of migration and refugees in the 

making? 

Global forums and the United Nations: role and relevance, past and future. 

The rise of global and privatized migration management. The United Nations’ 

Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees. 
 

3. Methodical provisions 

3.1. Presentation&essay topics. 

Students choose topics for presentation by their own and with advice and 

consent of lecturer. Possible topics for presentations or essays: 

1. Should climate-change induced population movements be called ‘refugee 

movements’?   

2. Irregular migration, a result of restrictive migration policies?  

3. Why existing migration policies cannot fully explain migration  

4. Central Asia’s dependency on labour migration to Russia: What are the 

implications, positive and negative outcomes for Russia? 

5. The invention and global spread of biometric passports: What are the 

privacy and security implications? 

6. How has Germany responded to the Syrian refugee influx?  



7. Border security, an insufficient instrument to manage migration? 

8. Is the UK-Brexit decision a consequence of migration-related policy 

mistakes? 

9. What were the mistakes and unintended consequences of Germany’s 

‘guest-worker’ policy? 

10. What are the positive, what are the negative outcomes of Canada’s border 

accords with the United States? 

11. The successes and weaknesses of externalized migration policies: The EU 

and the ‘Balkan’ states 

12. Demographic change in the EU and Russia: Is more international 

migration the solution?  

13. What are the impact of the EU’s migration policy in Ukraine on EU-

Russia relations? 

14. How have NGOs become co-opted in international migration policies 

(Canada and the Philippines)? 

15. The Trump presidency and its impact on the United Nations’ ‘Global 

Compact’ process  

16. Governance from ‘below’? NGOs and their role in global discussions on 

migration.  

17. Migration Policy of China. 

18. Migration policy of India. 

19. Migration Policy of Japan. 

20. The migration situation in France at the present stage. 

21. International Organization for Migration. 

22. Migration situation in Sweden. 

23. Migration situation in Denmark. 

24. Migration policy of Kazakhstan. 

25. Islamization of Europe: myth or reality? 
 

3.2. In-class test 

Exemplary questions: 



1) Define ‘international migration’ 

2) Provide the definition of a ‘refugee’ according to the Geneva refugee 

convention 

3) What are the differences between ‘human trafficking’ and ‘human 

smuggling’?  

4) Provide one example why the neo-classical ‘push and pull’ model is not 

able to fully explain human migration 

5) Explain one of the hallmarks/main characteristics of today’s ‘age of 

migration’ 

6) What is currently the most important migration corridor?  

7) In what sense does international migration challenge states? (provide a 

brief explanation) 

8) Name one country that grants citizenship on the basis of ‘ius soli’ and 

one country that grants citizenship on the basis of ‘ius sanguinis’  

9) What is an ‘irregular migrant’? 

10) Why do migration policies often fail? (give one brief example) 

11) Have states really lost control over migration? (give one example why 

this might be true, one example why it is wrong to assume that states have lost 

control) 

12) Name three instruments that states use to control migration. Explain 

one in detail and provide one example why this instrument alone would not be 

sufficient for controlling migration. 

13) Define the concept of ‘refugee resettlement’ 

14) When and why did Germany decide to stop recruiting guest-workers? 

15) Name and explain one of the policy measures that Germany adopted in 

response to the Syrian refugee crisis 

16) Provide one example and brief explanation why the EU’s common 

migration policy in 2015 has failed 

17) Name one important treaty in the EU’s development of a common 

migration policy and briefly explain its relevance 

18) Name one member state of the European Union that is still conducting 

border controls along its borders with other EU member states 



19) Provide the name of one important intergovernmental organization in 

the field of migration 

20) What does the acronym ‘Frontex’ stand for? 

21) How relevant are intergovernmental organizations in Canada’s 

migration policy? Provide one brief example. 

22) Provide the full title of the United Nation’s global compact on 

migration. 

23) What does the acronym RCP stand for? Provide the name of one RCP. 

24) Define in a few sentences the concept of ‘migration management’.  

3.3. Questions for exam. 

1. The Islamic factor in Europe. 

2. Migration Policy of China. 

3. Migration policy of India. 

4. Migration Policy of Japan. 

5. The migration situation in France at the present stage. 

6. International Organization for Migration. 

7. Governance from ‘below’? NGOs and their role in global discussions on 

migration.  

8. International migration governance. 

9. International migration corridor.  

10. Migration policy in Russia.  

11. Refugees and international conflicts.   

3.4. Assessment of different types of works 

Type of work Grading system Criteria 

in-class test  

 

А (90-100%) Student answered correctly 9 or more 
questions out of 10. 

 B, C (75-89%) Student answered correctly 7-8 



questions out of 10. 

 D, F (60-74%) Student answered correctly 5-6 
questions out of 10. 

 E (less than 60%) Student answered correctly less than 5 
more questions out of 10. 

participation in 
class discussion,  

in-class individual 
presentation or 
essay  

A (90-100%) Outstanding presentation or essay of 
independent work, active participation 
and critical participation in the 
discussion 

 B (82-89%) Outstanding presentation or essay of 
independent work with limited 
participation in the discussion. 

 C (75-81%) Standard (sufficient) presentation or 
essay with limited participation in the 
discussion. 

 D (67-74%) Standard presentation or essay with no 
participation in the discussion. 

 E (60-66%) Standard presentation or essay with 
visible errors and no participation in 
the discussion. 

 F (less than 60%) Lack of understanding of the subject in 
the presentation, essay and discussions 

Exam A (90-100%)  Thought-provoking and informed 
answers to the questions in the ticket 
and two additional questions. 

 



 B (82-89%) Student gives correct answers to 
questions in the ticket and two 
additional questions. 

 C (75-81%) The correct answers to the questions in 
the ticket and to two additional 
questions are given, provided there are 
inaccuracies and occasional gaps in 
knowledge. 

 D (67-74%) The right answers for ticket questions 
are combined with inaccurate answers 
to additional questions. 

 E (60-66%) The correct answer to one of the ticket 
questions and one additional question. 

 F (less than 60%) Incorrect answers to ticket questions 
and additional questions. 
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9.3. Software and Internet resources. 

1) europa.eu- European Union site 

2) ec.europa.eu – European Commission site 

3) http://moscow.iom.int/russian/- International Organization for Migration 

site  

4) International migration and development (UN portal) - 

http://www.un.org/ru/development/migration/index.shtml    
 

 

5. Material and technical support 

Technical equipment is necessary for this course. Computer, projector, 

Microsoft PowerPoint software are needed for both lectures and seminars. Students 

may need access to Internet.  

 


